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   Friends of Soldiers Memorial Avenue Inc. 
“For every soldier a tree, for every tree a plaque” 

 

Newsletter Issue 76:  February 2019 

 

New President’s Report – Steve Carey RFD  

Many friends and supporters of FOSMA may not know me. I definitely have a 

less public profile than my two immediate predecessors, Adrian and John. I 

was reluctant to accept this position, believing as a relative "new comer" many 

others had the experience and proven dedicated service to fulfil the position 

admirably. It was with a realisation that this cohort was somewhat fatigued 

due to their years of service and effort that I accepted the challenge of helping 

to spread the load from the willing few. 

I have a legal background, retiring recently from a position where I headed the 

Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Tribunal, Motor Accidents 

Compensation Tribunal, Health Practitioners Tribunal and Anti-Discrimination 

Tribunal. I have also been a Magistrate and Coroner. I served in the Army 

Reserve as a commissioned officer in the Royal Australian Artillery attaining 

the rank of Colonel retiring in 2017, after 37 years’ service.  

Last year was definitely the culmination of thousands of hours by members in 

rebuilding the Avenue, with the highlight being the Centenary 

Commemorations held in August. I recognise the tremendous work of the 

Committee and City of Hobart for their efforts in making it a successful event 

and a fitting finale.  

However, there is still more to do. We must ensure that we develop public pride in, and recognition of, the Avenue to 

ensure that history does not repeat itself by allowing neglect of this significant memorial. I therefore ask that all 

members  and supporters be prepared to assist when calls are made for help as work is needed on the Avenue. 

As many would be aware, FOSMA canvassed strongly for the pedestrian bridge joining the Cenotaph and the Avenue 

to be named "Bridge of Remembrance". We considered that this encompassed everything about that locale and had 

wide-ranging application. Unfortunately, the initial intent for an opening on Remembrance Day 2018 could not be 

achieved. There were clearly many factors that contributed to this, many outside the control of those involved. We 

now await the formal opening. There may be many views about the structure, but that aside it should be recognised 

for what it represents and how it will tie together the city, Cenotaph, Avenue and the new community hub being 

developed at the Crossroads ovals. The construction of the bridge and the development of the community area at the 

northern end of the Avenue are remarkable initiatives for which the City of Hobart, State and Federal Governments 

and other stakeholders should be rightly proud and we will do what we can to ensure that appropriate recognition is 

given to the key players. 

The development of our new website is in the final stages. Testing will be done on the new design and hopefully we 

are able to enhance the site to ensure it is high class, informative and more interactive. We realise there have been 

problems with the old website being  down and for that we apologise. 

The next major functions that we anticipate are: involvement in the opening ceremony for the Bridge of 

Remembrance;  Anzac Day 2019; launch of the new website, and other exciting developments on the Avenue, which 

we hope to advise on in the near future. We will circulate more details as to these as they become known and look 

forward to your support. 

Personally, I hope to be "seen" more by you all as I attempt to fill the very big boots of my predecessors. Thankfully, 

they have not withdrawn too far, just back into the shadows a bit but continue to assist in our ongoing task. 
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Australia Day Award for Adrian Howard 

On Saturday 26 January 2019 at the Sandy Bay 

Regatta, the City of Hobart announced Graeme 

Morris and Adrian Howard as its joint 2019 

Citizens of the Year. Graeme Morris was 

recognised for his longstanding contribution 

through the not-for-profit business “The Flower 

Room” and Adrian for leading the restoration 

efforts with the Soldiers Memorial Avenue  

Right: Lord Mayor Anna Reynolds presents Adrian 

with his certificate  

The Council nomination stated that Adrian’s 

award “… was in recognition of his vision and 

energy in reinstating the Soldiers Memorial 

Avenue on the Queens Domain and getting it to 

where it is today.  … Adrian commenced the 

journey to reinstating the Avenue some 20 years 

ago. He was the initiator, the energy, and 

probably the only worker prior to a committee formation.  “Eventually, the Friends of Soldiers Walk was incorporated, 

with Adrian Howard OAM, as a Founder. Significant research and physical work by the Friends of Soldiers Memorial 

Avenue has resulted in the amazing and moving Avenue that we now have dominating the Queens Domain, and which 

celebrated its 100th anniversary in August last year. Without Adrian’s vision many years ago, this project would not 

have started.” 

Congratulations to Adrian on this award, which he can now add to his OAM (2014) and RSL Australia Day Achievement 

Medallion (2007).  

We have a Bridge! (well, almost)  

After a number of false starts, the 

Bridge of Remembrance is now 

looking more like a bridge.  And 

many agree it is quite elegant with 

its ‘wings’ sweeping majestically 

upwards to the northern side of 

the Tasman Highway.  

However, don’t get too excited 

about walking over it just yet. 

There is still a lot of work to do to 

install the final cladding and to 

complete all the pathways and 

access points as well as the 

landscaping.  

We have been told that this will 

take another 4 weeks or so, thus 

heading into March. The Council is 

working with the Australian and 

Tasmanian Governments and 

other stakeholders to fix the 

official opening date. So we will let 

you all know once we know! 
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Frank MacDonald Memorial Prize by Judy Travers (Dept. of Education Coordinator) 

The Frank MacDonald Memorial Prize (FMMP) was instigated in 2003 after Frank MacDonald MM died at the age of 

107, Tasmania’s last Great War veteran. The FMMP honours Frank as representative of Tasmania’s Great War 

veterans, and the broader community of veterans of other wars. The FMMP provides the opportunity annually for 

Tasmanian Year 9 students to submit an essay or digital presentation on a selected topic related to the Great War, as 

part of their Year 9 History studies. The Prize is managed by the Department of Education and Communities Tasmania.   

In September each year, six student prizewinners are announced.   They travel in the following year to Belgium and 

France, accompanied by two teachers, an RSL (Tasmania) delegate, a Parliamentary representative and Government 

Tour Co-ordinator for a two week tour of the Western Front battlefields following Frank MacDonald’s footsteps.   The 

tour group attends the Anzac Day Dawn Service at Villers-Bretonneux, lays a wreath at the Menin Gate Remembrance 

Service and participates in the Lighting of the Flame Ceremony at the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. Each group member 

undertakes a pilgrimage for a soldier or nurse, who they have researched over an eight-month period.   

As part of the FMMP group’s study days prior to travelling, a wonderful afternoon is spent visiting the Soldiers’ 

Memorial Avenue. The Avenue has strong links to Frank MacDonald MM, who was a previous Patron for the Friends 

group. Prior to the visit, each participant researches a specific soldier and presents a narrative, in a format of their 

choice, about that soldier at their tree and memorial plaque. 

Each year since 2005, the FMMP groups have been fortunate to participate in a guided tour, very capably facilitated by 

John Wadsley. Participants’ annual feedback, has indicated that John’s guided tour, the opportunity to spend time at 

the Avenue and to study a soldier’s life and war service have greatly deepened their understanding of the war; in 

particular, the concepts of remembrance, grief, memorial and the impact of war.  The 2019 group is no exception, 

which spent a lovely January day at the Avenue. Many had never visited the Avenue and a couple did not know it 

existed!  

Each participant presented a narrative on a specific soldier covering their family, employment, home circumstances 

and war service. For example, the group learned about one soldier, who left a wife and five children to enlist;  another 

solider whose remaining descendant only recently became aware of his death on active service; and those soldiers 

who suffered from multiple wounds and hardships who were cleared to return to the front, and subsequently killed in 

action. Readings of soldiers’ letters sent home and sharing photos of families gathering to plant a tree at the Avenue 

also provided tangible and poignant testimony of the lives of individual soldiers.  

Students commented that the main learning from the afternoon was their absolute and somewhat overwhelming 

realisation, that ‘each soldier was a person, with their own individual story; not just a number or part of an abstract 

collective’. In addition, the sheer number of plaques emphasised the loss of men from the local areas and the loss of 

their potential futures as individuals, but also for their families and beyond. 

The importance of the Soldiers’ 

Memorial Avenue is evident, not just 

in fulfilling its purpose of providing 

descendants with a continued link for 

remembrance.  It also connects the 

‘minds and hearts’ of our youth with 

the lives and deeds of a previous 

generation of 100 years ago, in a 

critically important aspect of 

Australian and world history. The 

Avenue helps to develop a deeper 

understanding for students of what 

this means for the future.   

 

 
Left: The 2019 FMMP group at Tree 

#300, Lt Norman Meagher 40
th

 Bn, 

listening to Judy tell his story  
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Book Review by Danielle Gray: “The Nameless Names” by Scott Bennett  

Of the 62,000 Australians that are officially recorded as having died in the Great 

War, over one third of these are still listed as missing. This equates to in excess of 

20,000 Anzacs who have no known resting place and whose names are inscribed 

on war memorials throughout Australia and overseas in the countries where they 

died. 

In recent years, occasionally a soldier makes the news after their remains are 

stumbled across by French or Belgian farmers turning over the soil. Others in 

recent years have been uncovered by meticulous research and archaeological 

investigations such as those at Fromelles. However, these are the lucky few to be 

finally given a named grave. The reality is that the majority lie undiscovered in 

former battlefields or under unnamed headstones, their bodies remaining 

unidentified and marked simply but eloquently as ‘Known Unto God’. 

The author of “Nameless Names”, Scott Bennett tells the story of missing Anzacs 

by focussing on the personal experiences of three sets of brothers - the Reid 

brothers, the Allen brothers and the Pflaums brothers. These men are linked to 

the well-known battlefields of Gallipoli, Fromelles and Ypres, which were 

particularly savage and chaotic with a large number of causalities on both sides. Bennett outlines the circumstances of 

their disappearance alongside the final battles they took part in. Their stories are interwoven with the stories of their 

family’s subsequent grief and their search for answers into their loved one’s disappearance. 

This book outlines many scenarios which led to so many soldiers being listed as missing and also the failure of the 

Australian government to recover so many of the missing, despite pledges to desperate family members. The book 

also provides insight into the dedication of those working in Australian Red Cross Inquiry Bureaus in Cairo and London 

trying to find answers for family members, often with no success. 

Like the book “Shattered Anzacs” which provided accounts of the toll of the Great War on the families of returned and 

wounded servicemen, “Nameless Names” explores the emotional toll on families, focusing on those whose families 

never received answers to either the nature of their deaths, sometimes even the date of their deaths or commonly, 

their final resting place.  

The book lays bare the never-ending search for some families who refused to give up hope including those who 

travelled to former battlefields including the Western Front in the aftermath of the Armistice to find answers and 

hopefully their son’s final resting place. This book is particularly poignant for the Avenue, as it is a living tribute to not 

just those who gave the ultimate sacrifice, but those who were left behind to cope. This book is a tribute to the 

missing and their families who often never stopped searching. A harrowing read, but well worth the effort, this book 

explores themes that have not often been covered in such detail in contemporary Great War Australian literature. 

Book Review by Danielle Gray: “Digger” by Mike Dumbleton/Robin Cowcher  

Digger is the story of a toy kangaroo, his owner Annie and her older brother 

James who went to fight on the Western Front in the Great War. It is also the 

story of a French schoolgirl, who comes to know Digger through tragic 

circumstances.  

“When her brother, James, went to war, Annie stitched the name Digger onto her 

toy kangaroo and gave him to James as a farewell present. 'A Digger for a digger,' 

she said, hugging her brother. 'I'll keep him safe,' James promised.” 

This book is a tribute to the French schoolchildren who tended the graves of 

Australian soldiers who fought in the battle of April 1918 at Villers-Bretonneux. It 

is a heart-warming, yet emotional, story of a toy kangaroo that embodies the loss 

of Australians who fought in the Great War, the grief of their families and the 

French who honoured their memory. The book is beautifully illustrated with 

watercolour illustrations by artist Robin Cowcher. Recommended for children 7 

years and older. 
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Annual Financial Statements for 2017-18 

At the AGM last year, these statements were presented to the meeting. They show that FOSMA is in a healthy 

position; however, it needs to be kept in mind that since June, FOSMA has incurred significant costs to do with the 

Centenary Commemorations, the new website and other costs, totalling well over $25,000.  We are also conscious 

that a number of plaques will need replacing or repair into the future, and as these cost $450 each, we must retain 

sufficient funds to cover this expense. 
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Queens Domain Community Hub NOW OPEN FOR USE 

You will have seen that the area between the Soldiers Memorial Oval and the Domain Athletic Centre has been 

developed into a new Community Hub, providing barbecues, a nature-based Playscape and two wood-fired ovens.  

There are also some wonderful poppy sculptures, plus the amphitheatre, which both tie the Hub to the Avenue. Two 

barbecue pavilions are available to be booked and reserved for public use. The wood-fired ovens are fired up every 

second Sunday for free community use. An expert Oven Coordinator is on hand to help. Private bookings for a fee are 

available on other days. For all bookings, telephone the Council on 6238 2885 or email: parks@hobartcity.com.au .  

The Playscape is designed for the use of children of 

different ages and abilities, inviting children to climb, 

clamber and use their imagination when playing. 

Discovery gardens, climbing wall and lookouts form 

part of the experience. Mimicking the grandeur of the 

Dolerite escarpments on kunanyi / Mount Wellington, 

terraced rock walls protect the area from wind.  

The Community Hub Project is funded by the City of 

Hobart and the Australian Government through a 100 

Years of ANZAC grant, and is supported by the State  

Government's Centenary of ANZAC Program. FOSMA 

was involved in the planning and has been consulted 

throughout the project. 
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Postal Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 
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We would like to acknowledge Andrew Wilkie MP for the printing of this newsletter. 
 

Friends of Soldiers Memorial Avenue Inc., GPO Box 1867, HOBART TAS 7001 

Phone: 0417 487 289  E-mail:  soldiermemave@gmail.com 

Website: www.soldierswalk.org.au           Find us and ‘like’ us on Facebook  


