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Executive Summary 
Coverage 

This plan discusses the history and significance of the Avenue and the environment of which 
it is part.  There is a description of the current status of the Avenue in terms of management 
approaches, the condition of the trees and its interpretation.  A vision for the restoration of 
the Avenue is provided with a detailed discussion of actions to be taken to fully restore the 
Avenue.  Discussion of the resources required and an action plan are also included.  The 
overall objective is to restore the Avenue as a place of commemoration and as a significant 
part of the history of Hobart. 

Background 

The Soldiers Memorial Avenue was inaugurated on 3 August 1918 in a large public 
ceremony that attracted about a quarter of the population of the city. The Avenue was 
planned and prepared by the Hobart City Council, The New Town Council and the Returned 
Soldiers Association and involved thousands of volunteers.  A second planting in February 
1919 took the total number of trees to over 500. Within a few years, the Avenue had a 
permanent central pathway and was irrigated. A centre for family commemoration, the 
Avenue fell out of popular consciousness with the passing of those who knew the soldiers. 
The loss and later organised removal of many of the nameplates broke the crucial link 
between individual trees and the individual servicemen.  

The building of the Crossroads Oval destroyed over 80 trees and sites. A further 12 sites were 
lost due to roadwork at the southern end connected with the changed intersection of Davies 
Avenue with the Tasman Highway. Along the Avenue proper, more trees are dead or 
missing. 

The Soldiers Memorial Avenue is the largest of the 40 or so Tasmanian Avenues of Honour. 
It is unusual not only for its size but for the fact that only the fallen are commemorated. An 
important element of Hobart’s cultural heritage, the Avenue is potentially an important 
tourism asset. 

The immediate environment is white gum grassland and contains a number of significant 
plant species: the rarest thrives under a number of the memorial trees and is listed under 
Commonwealth legislation. Blue gums planted along the Avenue in an early attempt to 
replace Cedars serve to obscure the overall sweep of the Avenue and are not in good health 
as the conditions do not match their native environment.  

The Soldiers Memorial Avenue is currently managed within the parameters set under the 
Queens Domain Management Plan (1996). While setting broad guidelines for management, 
the Plan does not address a range of specific issues that must be considered as part of any 
restoration and detailed management of the Avenue.  

Current status 

A total of 359 memorial trees remain in the Avenue, comprised of 336 original trees and 23 
Italian cypresses. In addition, two trees of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue Extension survive 
on the western side of the Cenotaph. The remaining trees vary in health from those with 
minimal foliage and poor condition to a very few in very good condition.  

The climate and geology of the Queens Domain are responsible for harsh conditions to which 
many of the trees are ill adapted. 

Key issues 

The key issues to be considered as part of any management plan are: 

The maintenance of natural values 

The management of the surviving trees 
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The replacement of missing and dead trees 

Fire Management 

Interpretation and Plaques 

Action plan 

The action plan outlines actions flowing from the recommendations that are necessary for the 
restoration of the Avenue. 

 

Recommendations 

 

1. Slashing and Mowing 

Investigate the establishment of a slashing regime for Soldiers Memorial Avenue extending 7 
metres either side of the outer row of trees. Slashed material is to be removed off-site. The 
slashing regime is to avoid the suppression zone under trees, cutting when soil is wet, and 
cutting in certain nominated areas in spring/early summer. 

2. Watering and Mulching 

Reticulated irrigation will not be introduced. Acceptable practices to aid the establishment of 
new exotic plantings are the use of tubes for deep watering and mulching using pine material. 
Mulching is not to occur in the vicinity of rare or threatened plant species. 

3. Removal of Native Vegetation 

a) Selected Eucalypt saplings are to be marked and avoided when slashing to maintain the 
canopy component of the grassy white gum woodland community. 

b) The removal of understorey tree species is permitted where they compete with the cedars 
and have no role in creating threatened species habitat. 

c) Approval of the Threatened Species Unit, DPIWE to be sought prior to the removal of the 
inter-planted blue gums. 

4. Mulching and Associated Trials 

A mulching trial should be conducted on suitable trees in poor health to assess the value of 
mulching in stabilising their health and particular in coping with prolonged periods of dry 
weather.  In addition, the efficacy of soil sculpting and contouring in improving water 
availability around suitable trees should be assessed. 

5. Tree Surgery 

Trees surgery to be undertaken to improve the appearance of the Avenue with an emphasis 
on trees likely to remain. 

6. Consultation with Families 

All tree replacements, whether dead or in poor condition, should involve families whenever 
possible. The project management group should develop guidelines and criteria for the 
replacement of trees. 

7. Replacement Species 

Replacement trees should be of a species sympathetic in terms of form and character, 
preferably Cedar of Lebanon, which should be the basis of initial trials. 

8. Replacement Order 

Within the main body of the Memorial Avenue, replacement trees should be planted in 
existing or original sites section by section. 
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9. Options for Missing Sites 

Options for replacing trees from ‘lost’ sites be researched and a finalised landscape plan for 
replacement sites drawn up by the end of 2004. This plan should take into account current 
usage of the intended sites and integrity of a restored Avenue. 

10. Management of New Trees 

New trees should be watered and mulched after planting, balancing the need to ensure the 
health of the trees and minimal disturbance to the surroundings during the establishment 
period. 

11. Planting Program  

Replacement trees should be planted on an annual cycle in time for commemoration 
ceremonies on the anniversary of the Avenue with relatives invited. 

12. Fire Management 

a) The next revision of the Queens Domain Fire Management Plan to incorporate Soldiers 
Memorial Avenue as a separate vegetation management unit where burning is excluded. 

b) Slashing of Soldiers Memorial Avenue to extend seven metres beyond the outer row of 
Cedars to provide fire protection. 

13. Historical Research 

Historical research should continue with the goal of producing a definitive history of the 
Avenue and a final list of names of servicemen commemorated. 

14. Surviving Name Plates 

The plinths at the junction of the Memorial Avenue and Davies Avenue should be opened 
and remaining plaques removed for restoration and later use in interpretive displays. The full 
collection of nameplates should be consolidated for interim display. 

15. New Name Plates: Design and Placement 

There should be a plaque or nameplate near each tree on the Avenue identifying the 
serviceman for whom it was planted; the level of detail to be negotiated with descendants, 
noting that such identification should be unobtrusive and meaningful.  

16. Site Interpretation 

a) An interpretation plan should be developed for the Soldiers Memorial Avenue ensuring 
compatibility with that of the Domain as a whole. This interpretation plan should incorporate 
specifications for individual tree plaques and both on and off site interpretation. 

b) The Avenue should in future be referred to by its original name, the Soldiers Memorial 
Avenue, and that the Cross Roads Oval be renamed as the Soldiers Memorial Oval (or 
Soldiers Oval). 

c) The plinths should be removed as part of the process, such removal to take place as the 
new interpretation works are completed. 

17. Infrastructure works 

All infrastructure work within or adjacent to the Avenue footprint should only be undertaken 
after approval is given by the Director, Parks and Customer Services Division (in 
consultation with appropriate Council committees) in the case of maintenance, repairs to 
existing services or new services.  In all instances, account should be taken of the potential 
impact on the trees and impact on the visual integrity of the Avenue with proposals explicitly 
addressing these issues. 
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18. Training for Personnel 

All personnel involved in work within the Avenue footprint should undertake an orientation 
program on the extent and significance of the Avenue. 

19. Project Management 

A working group should be established to oversee the restoration and the implementation of 
this plan.  This group should consist of an arboriculturalist, a cultural heritage expert, a 
person with park and bushland management responsibilities and representatives from Friends 
of Soldiers Walk Inc. 

 

Note on Sources 

In preparing this document, a variety of background and reference material has been used. 
Due to their lengthy titles and frequent usage, the following citations will be used. 

 

DQDCHMP  Draft Queens Domain Cultural Heritage Management Plan 

QDMP  Queens Domain Management Plan 

NVP  Natural Values Paper Appendix 2  

(Report to the Hobart City Council of Management Actions that will 
Maintain Natural and Cultural Significance of the Soldiers Walk) 

HCG  Heritage Conservation Guidelines Appendix 3  

(The Soldiers Walk (Soldiers Memorial Avenue) Queens Domain 
Hobart, Heritage Conservation Guidelines) 

 

Cover photo: The photograph comes from a glass negative by W Fellowes, a well-known 
Hobart photographer from the early 20th century.  It is dated November 1919.  Courtesy J 
Trethewey.    
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Section 1: BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION 

1.1. DEVELOPMENT OF MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The Management Plan has been developed through the Soldiers Walk Working Group 
established by the Hobart City Council in April 2002. The establishment of the Working 
Group came from a Council decision that: 

 “An officer working group be formed to develop a management strategy and future 
initiatives for Soldiers Walk in conjunction with the Friends of Soldiers Walk Inc., taking 
into consideration broader environmental, arboricultural and heritage issues and the group 
provide progress reports to the Parks and Customer Services Committee”.1 

The group comprised key Council officers: the Bushland Manager, Rob Mather; the 
Arboriculturalist, Andrew Robert-Tissot; and the Cultural Heritage Officer Brendan Lennard. 
Representing Friends of Soldiers Walk Inc (FOSW) were the President, Adrian Howard and 
Vice President, John Trethewey. Sharon Calvert took minutes on behalf of the group. 

As part of the process two papers were commissioned to assist the development of the 
management plan; a paper by J Kirkpatrick and Unitas Consulting on the natural values of 
the Avenue and a paper by Austral Archaeology on the cultural heritage value of the Avenue 
and. These papers have been included as Appendices 2 and 3 respectively. 

The group met on a regular basis from May 2002 working through a variety of issues in 
relation to Soldiers Memorial Avenue and the Domain. Reference was made to the Queens 
Domain Management Plan (HCC 1996) (QDMP) and the Draft Queens Domain Cultural 
Heritage Management Plan (HCC 2002) (QDCHMP). The group conducted site visits to 
discuss issues on site and began a process of exchanging information on historical, 
arboricultural and management issues to support the process of developing the plan and 
develop a common knowledge base. 

1.2. LOCATION AND CONTEXT 

The Soldiers Walk, as it is now known, was inaugurated as the Soldiers Memorial Avenue on 
3 August 1918 with further substantial additions early the following year. The Avenue 
stretches for over 1.5km along the riverside of the Queens Domain from Aberdeen St to the 
Cross Roads. Originally consisting of 520 trees, now approximately 359 trees in varying 
states of health remain. Mostly cedars from the original plantings, the Avenue includes 23 
Italian Cypresses planted as replacement trees in the 1960s. An extension to the Avenue was 
planted in 1926 to connect the Avenue proper with the Cenotaph with a further 20 trees 
planted in a double row along the city side of the Cenotaph precinct; of these, 2 survive. A 
map of the Avenue is to be found between pages 10 and 11. A list of names appears in 
Appendix 4. 

1.3. OVER-ARCHING POLICIES  

1.3.1 Queens Domain Management Plan 

In 1996 Council adopted the Queens Domain Management Plan as the guiding document for 
the future use, development and management of the reserve. The vision statement in that plan 
proposes: 

                                                      
1 Hobart City Council Minutes April 2002 
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“The Queens Domain shall be a park of the people which celebrates and protects its 
significant natural landscape and rich cultural history whilst providing for the education, 
recreation, health and enjoyment of its visitors.”2 

The Management Plan provides a zoning system for the Domain. Soldiers Memorial Avenue 
is located within the southern sub-zone of the Conservation Zone. The following excerpts 
from the Management Plan detail the desired future character of the zone and outline 
principles to guide any initiatives within the zone. 

Conservation Zone 

The desired future character of the Conservation Zone is one where natural systems and 
cultural features/settings are protected according to best management practice whilst allowing 
for informal recreation, tourism and play. 

The Conservation Zone contains two sub-zones: north and south. The northern sub-zone is 
characterised as the area of highest natural integrity and significant conservation value. The 
southern sub-zone, whilst retaining much of its natural character, vegetation communities and 
biological conservation value is, nonetheless, inter-laced with historic sites and settings. This 
sub-zone also contains areas of substantial modification which require restoration including 
the foreshore and track/road edges. 

Within the whole of the Conservation Zone: 

all areas of indigenous vegetation or exotic vegetation incorporating rare and threatened 
native species are to be given the highest level of protection from development;  

areas of previous disturbance without cultural significance should be restored to as near as 
possible to their natural condition; and 

indigenous vegetation is to be used exclusively, including ornamental plantings. 

The southern sub-zone is to be cared for according to current practice (i.e. continued 
mowing, tidying, etc.) until such time as it is established that change of management (to 
achieve conservation objectives) will not upset the delicate natural balance which has been 
achieved in the area.3 

In addition, the plan made a number of specific recommendations in relation to the Soldiers 
Memorial Avenue. These covered retention of the Avenue, conducting an inventory of 
existing trees and investigation of the replacement of trees.4 Map 5.1 and a footnote refer to 
an assessment of the restoration of the Avenue of Honour where displaced by Cross Roads 
Sports Grounds.5 

1.3.2 Draft Queens Domain Cultural Heritage Management Plan 

The Draft Queens Domain Cultural Heritage Management Plan (QDCHMP) includes a range 
of recommendations relevant to this exercise and providing an overall context for any 
development of the Memorial Avenue. The QDCHMP contained the following sections 
relevant to this exercise. The first relates to  

[Proposed] Special Use Zone Statement 

The Domain precinct is the major open space related to central Hobart. It contains 
active and passive recreational facilities, cultural assets, historic landscape values and 
is one of the major defining elements at the edge of the city. The retention of existing 
open space, the recovery of alienated space and co-ordinated planning for the whole 
precinct are essential to conserve this amenity. While some further development is 

                                                      
2 QDMP  p32 
3 QDMP pp44-45 
4 QDMP pp65-66 
5 QDMP pp59 
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possible, as guided by site specific conservation retained with its current uses. 
Development that adversely affects the high natural and cultural values of the precinct 
or that acts as a barrier to public access will not be approved.6 

From this flowed a number of ‘key policies’ proposed to inform and guide any further 
development on the Domain. Those proposals relevant to the restoration of the Soldiers 
Memorial Avenue are listed below, with additional commentary provided in italics.7 

 

                                                      
6 DQDCHMP 
7 DQDCHMP 

Key Policies 

Management of the Domain should take a holistic view of the entire reserve 
(incorporating all tenures) and its context within Hobart. 

The principle and guiding use of the Domain should be for public passive recreation 
around the private grounds of Government House. 

Aboriginal sites and landscape values should be protected and conserved in 
consultation with the Tasmanian Aboriginal Land Council. 

Comment: There are no known Aboriginal sites in the area traversed by Soldiers Walk. 
However, the site is located within a zone of high Aboriginal cultural heritage 
sensitivity. Consequently, advice should be sought on management requirements in 
response to any proposed activities involving ground disturbance in the area identified 
as sensitive (i.e., the area between the River Derwent foreshore and the 50 metre 
contour – see Appendix 1). Statutory obligations apply in the event that Aboriginal 
cultural material is revealed during any works. 

The Domain landscape should be managed as a ‘Victorian park’. 

Comment: The open 'park like' landscape which corresponds to the 19th century 
‘Victorian’ ideal, where changing vistas through trees to distant prospects was an 
essential element, should be maintained. 

Soldiers Walk is a sympathetic element in the ‘Victorian park’ and is also related to 
other exotic arboreta within the Domain. Consequently, the horticultural and 
arboricultural requirements of exotic species associated with the ‘Victorian park’ 
landscape should be considered in conjunction with that of native species. 

There should be no further alienation of the Domain. 

There should be no further development outside currently utilised developed spaces. 

Comment: The extent of Soldiers Walk has been truncated by past development 
including construction of the Tasman Highway (separating the Cenotaph from the rest 
of the Domain), the Aquatic Centre and the Cross Roads Oval/s. This has resulted in 
loss of trees and dedicated spaces. 

Pedestrian access should be encouraged/reinforced. There should be no new road 
development on the Domain. 

Comment: Soldiers Walk is an important pedestrian corridor within the Domain. 
Maintenance of this attribute is to be actively encouraged. 

The cultural heritage significance of the Domain should be interpreted. 

Comment: Provision should be made to interpret the history and significance of 
Soldiers Walk. An opportunity exists to link the Walk with a self-guided pedestrian tour 
of the Domain 
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This Draft Plan did not address a number of issues specific to the Avenue such as nameplates 
for trees, replacement species, replacement of lost sites and fire management. 

1.4. HISTORY8 

The Soldiers Memorial Avenue on the Queens Domain was originally intended as more than 
a simple avenue of trees. It was conceived as a mile long park with the memorial trees, each 
with its individual plaque, interspersed with garden beds, native shrubs and trees and 
memorials for each of the units represented. 

1.4.1 Genesis 

The idea for an Avenue to commemorate men of the 1st AIF came from the Returned Soldiers 
Association (RSA)9 and was part of an Australia wide movement that began in Ballarat in 
1916. First proposed for Hobart in late 1917, the project was delayed until 1918 for more 
suitable planting weather. Under the aegis of the Hobart City Council Reserves Committee, 
the project came to involve a broad cross section of the community. The New Town Council 
joined in to plan its own section of the Avenue. Mr L J Lipscombe, Superintendent of 
Reserves, and Sgt George Foster, Secretary of the RSA, played leading roles in the planning, 
preparation and planting of the Avenue. Initially 100 trees were to be planted near the 
Corporation Quarry but the demand for trees and the influence of Aldermen resulted in a 
grander avenue along the eastern slopes. 

During the preparations, which were extensively covered in the newspapers and weekly 
magazines, holes were dug and basic tree guards erected by groups of Scouts, returned and 
serving soldiers, representatives of sporting clubs, relatives and friends of soldiers, and 
groups of workers from businesses in central Hobart. The YMCA and women of the 
community provided refreshments on the cold winter afternoons while the Labour Fife and 
Drum band provided music. 

 
Figure 1 Family members preparing a tree plot for one of the Hall brothers. They were 
one of fourteen pairs of brothers commemorated on the Avenue. (Weekly Courier 11 July 
1918 p21) 

                                                      
8 This section has been based on research including the Mercury newspaper, the Weekly Courier, the Tasmanian Mail and the 
Minutes of the Hobart City Council reserves Committee 1917-137 as well as interviews with descendants of commemorated 
soldiers and residents of t he Glebe. While research is not complete and comprehensive, the outline provided can be relied upon. 
9 By the time of planting, the RSA was to become the Returned Soldiers Sailors Imperial League of Australia (RSSILA) and 
later with ‘Airmen’ added in the title became the RSSAILA. 
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The Soldiers Memorial Avenue was inaugurated on 3 August 1918 with the planting of 399 
trees. A crowd estimated at between 8 and 10 thousand attended, representing over a quarter 
of the population of greater Hobart. The trees were planted by and at the request of the next 
of kin of men who had died on active service. While most came from Hobart and New Town, 
there are men from Richmond, Bruny Island and the mainland; all had trees because a 
relative resided in Hobart. 

 
Figure 2 Part of the crowd on Planting Day, 3 August 1918 (Tasmanian Mail 8 August 
1918 p19) 

A further 100 trees were planted on 15 February 1919 with the balance of the trees planted 
during 1919 and 1920. Stretching from Aberdeen St, by the Hollow (now occupied by the 
Aquatic Centre) it snaked along the eastern slopes of the Domain to the ridge at the northern 
end of the TCA ground and then along the slopes to the Cross Roads. 513 trees were 
eventually planted with the Avenue broadening to 4 lines of trees along most of its length. 
Dignitaries planted three of the trees: the Governor and his wife each planted a tree in 
February 1919 as did General Birdwood during his visit to Tasmania in 1920. 

 
Figure 3 Family and friends gathered around the tree for Lt Hare, a Methodist preacher. 
The original name board can be seen clearly within the enclosure with the unit colour 
patch clearly visible. (Weekly Courier 8 August 8 1918 p20) 
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In 1926 the Reserves Committee of the Council decided to plant a connecting avenue 
between the Soldiers Memorial Avenue and the Cenotaph precinct. This extension avenue 
passed along city side of the Cenotaph precinct and consisted of 20 cedars. Of these trees 
only 2 remain, the remainder having been removed in the 1950s.  

1.4.2 A Focus for Commemoration 

From the very beginning the Avenue became a focus for both public and private 
commemoration and remembrance with The Mercury reporting on families visiting the trees 
as part of the Armistice services in November 1918. The trees and the Avenue became the 
focus for many families. Some began to turn the sites into shrines much to the annoyance of 
the Council with the Reserves Committee announcing in 1920 that tree guards that did not 
conform to the Council pattern would be removed. When the taps were removed due to theft, 
families, especially women, carried water long distances to struggling trees in hot summers, 
repaired tree guards, weeded and placed flowers and wreaths.  

 
Figure 4 Plaque for Pte Charles Watkin Cowen. One of metal plaques installed from 
1932; this one is very light gauge and may itself be a replacement plaque. 

During the 1920s, groups such as the 12th and 40th Battalion Associations, the Soldiers Wives 
and Mothers Association and the Soldiers and Sailors’ Father’s Association as well as 
families slowly painted the tree guards with paint provided by the Council. By 1923, the 
Avenue had been irrigated, had a permanent central pathway laid by unemployed and 
disabled soldiers and seats placed along its length.  

By 1929, the Avenue was in such a state of disrepair that the Mercury and RSSAILA ran a 
public subscription campaign for improvements and maintenance of the Avenue. The onset 
of the Great Depression meant that this effort had limited success and the small sum gathered 
was passed to the Reserves Committee. An unemployment relief program renewed and re-
gravelled the pathway in 1930. In 1931 the Reserves Committee decided to replace the 
original metal-faced boards, which had become illegible in many cases, with galvanised iron 
plates embossed with the details of the commemorated serviceman. By this time many of the 
original tree guards had been removed having succumbed to the ravages of time and weather. 
Some survived until the 1960s when the last tree guards were removed. 
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1.4.3 Decline 

The outbreak of the Second World War and the mourning for yet more war dead diminished 
the popular profile of the Avenue though for some families what had been a tree for one 
serviceman now became a shrine for two. 

For many years the Avenue remained the focus for commemoration for many families but as 
those who actually knew the soldiers, as parents, siblings, wives, sweethearts and friends, 
died the Avenue lost its most passionate protectors. Those with relatives commemorated on 
the Avenue included Alderman Meagher (son), Stan McDougall VC (brother) and the former 
Premier, Senator Earle (son-in-law). The connection to a tree persisted for many families. 
Stories abound of families using the tree as a meeting point before going to the Regatta, with 
grandma insisting on a brief moment of silence. Some families tended the trees for decades 
and some still place wreaths in the boughs every ANZAC day. These efforts became more 
exceptional as the years passed. 

Over the years, many trees also struggled with the conditions and in the 1960s; many missing 
and dead trees were replaced with Italian Cypress, chosen for its formality but not in keeping 
with the predominant tree shape and colour. In the 1970s blue gum were planted between the 
trees flanking the path; it is not known why this species was chosen or why the inter-planting 
was even undertaken. Its main impact has been to obscure the overall dimensions and sweep 
of the Avenue. 

1.4.4 Effects of Development 

The general development of Hobart has not been kind to the Avenue or the Domain. 
Pedestrian access has become increasingly difficult and the Domain, once easily accessible, 
is now an island. At least one and maybe two trees were lost with the construction of a 
turning circle at the back of the TCA ground depot. The greatest loss of trees however 
occurred with the placement of a ‘temporary tip’ at the northern end of the Avenue in 1960. 
The present Cross Roads cricket and soccer grounds were built on the site and over 80 trees 
were bulldozed. A small remnant of the Avenue exists hidden in the copse at the Cross 
Roads. In 1987 at least 11 trees were lost due to changes to the junction of Davies Avenue 
and the Tasman Highway. In addition over the years fire has caused considerable damage in 
the northern sections. In the southern sections, many trees suffered the effects of cars as part 
of the Avenue was used for parking area at Regatta time. 

These developments not only physically diminished the Avenue but also gave a clear 
message to descendants and residents of Hobart that the Avenue was no longer valued. 
Opposition took the form of letters to the editor and individual protest but without a clear 
organisational champion, the Avenue was allowed to slowly disappear as a priority or 
concern for Council and most residents. The increasing usage of ‘Soldiers Walk’ for the path 
and the removal of most individual tree plaques in the 1980s broke the link between 
individual soldier and tree and effectively hid the purpose of the Avenue for many. The 
transformation of the natural environment from the open grassland of the early years to the 
scrubby grassland filled with weeds, wattles, blue gums and prickly box nearly obscured 
parts of the Avenue, hiding them from view with many surprised to be told there are actually 
4 lines of trees.  

1.4.5 The Names of Soldiers Commemorated 

The primary source for trees planted by the Hobart City Council is the recently discovered 
official list from 1918-1919. This is incomplete with the final sections missing. It records 
some changes and re-allocation of trees at the time. This list only contains full details for 
trees planted in 1918; the 1919 additions, in pen, are less revealing. The main records for 
trees planted by the New Town Council are lists from the Mercury at the time of plantings. A 
map from Council sources (date unknown but probably the late 1930s) is an additional source 
of data and reveals some inconsistencies in placement. The use of a different numbering 
system adds more complexity to the problem. Some families have clear memories of trees 
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planted but thus far the public record does not allow complete verification. It should be noted 
that for 500 soldiers the position of the original tree is known. 

1.5. HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

Avenues of Honour are symbolic landscapes that reflect a certain egalitarianism (a dearly 
held trait of the Australian psyche) owing to the possibility for individual commemoration 
regardless of station. The first of these Avenues were planted after the Boer War to 
commemorate individual service and sacrifice.  The practice was revived during the Great 
War with the first planting being at Ballarat in an Avenue that is now a significant local icon 
with over 3,700 trees. The implementation of Soldiers Memorial Avenue is indicative, at 
least in its genesis, of a populist or shared history albeit born of the tragedy of war. Soldiers 
Memorial Avenue is the largest of the Tasmanian Avenues of Honour and it seems the only 
Avenue to be dedicated solely to the fallen. Many of the other 40 Avenues identified to date 
include trees dedicated to men and women who enlisted in one of the services during the 
Great War. 

The Avenues are an important feature of Australian landscapes but most prevalent in Victoria 
and southern New South Wales. They are not unique to Australia; similar plantings occurred 
in Canada, the United States of America, the United Kingdom and Italy. However, these 
avenues are more highly concentrated in Australia than anywhere else; Canada for example 
had only six of which one survives. Only a handful can be traced in the United States and 
many of the 200 registered sites in the United Kingdom include only a single or small 
number of trees. The plantings in Italy around village churches are sporadic and regional. The 
Avenues are mainly a feature of the Great War though some Boer War and Second World 
War avenues or tree groups do appear. Nomenclature varies; what in Australia was referred 
to as an Avenue of Honour is a Road of Remembrance in the United States and Canada and 
an Avenue or Garden of Remembrance in the United Kingdom.10  

Australian Avenues were often planted during the course of the war with trees planted for all 
those who had enlisted, whether as soldiers, sailors, airmen or nurses. A smaller number of 
Avenues, such as the Soldiers Memorial Avenue and the Memorial Avenue in Kings Park, 
Perth, commemorate only the fallen. Avenues in other parts of the world seem to have been 
for the fallen only. The Soldiers Memorial Avenue is one of the larger Avenues in Australia.  
A survey by the Australian War Memorial in 1920-21 identified 121 Avenues.  This survey 
was incomplete as it was based on self-reporting and some Avenues were still to be planted.  
The survey listed 12 in Tasmania though FOSW research has identified 37 planted between 
June and November 1918.  Most Avenues were planted alongside public roads and 
thoroughfares; the Soldiers Memorial Avenue is rare if not unique in that it was planted 
through bushland to become a park. 

Whilst there has been a period of benign neglect, the renewed interest in this place and its 
symbolic associations (indicated by the formation of FOSW) are compelling evidence of the 
resurgence of community support and respect for the sacrifice made by Australians in war 
time. It is also a grim reminder of the human cost of the Great War in which more 
Australians lost their lives than all other conflicts combined. On this basis Soldiers Memorial 
Avenue should be considered as culturally significant. For example, if it were nominated it 
would most likely satisfy criteria a, d, f and g for inclusion in the Tasmanian Heritage 
Register. 

Arising from this the following principles should be noted: 

1 Trees differ from other inanimate cultural features in that they eventually grow 
old and die. In the intervening period their life cycle is determined by 
environmental factors. One of the fundamental principles associated with the 

                                                      
10 This section is based on information from the Imperial War Museum, the Saskatoon Next-of-Kin Memorial Avenue and 
newspapers in Colorado.  
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management of Soldiers Walk is the need for a strategy to perpetuate, in 
particular, its ongoing function as a memorial. 

2 To faithfully represent the philosophical intention of the concept, it is imperative 
that the number and identity of all those people commemorated be established so 
that they can be accommodated with a space and a corresponding number of 
trees in two rows astride a path (i.e., four rows of trees in total). 

3 The variety of species comprising Soldiers walk (excluding the Blue Gums) 
provides an opportunity to introduce new species. 

4 The addition of new species should not degrade the intended formal character of 
the walk. That is, new plantings should be as contiguous as possible and 
reinforce a unity of form, shape, texture and colour over the whole walk. 

5 The start and end point of Soldiers Walk need to be established and reinforced. 

6 Soldiers Walk should revert to its original title of Soldiers Memorial Avenue. 

7 Any changes to the Queens Domain landscape are likely to excite public interest. 
Any future plans for Soldiers Walk should include a credible process of public 
participation, informed comment (i.e. the public should be given enough 
information first so that responses and ideas are developed within an 
appropriate context) and review. 

The Soldiers Memorial Avenue is an integral part of the Queens Domain cultural landscape. 
Consequently, any changes to form or extent have the capacity to impact upon a wider set of 
values.  

1.6. NATURAL VALUES 

The Domain is one of only a small number of expansive remnants of grasslands and grassy 
woodland in Tasmania. As such, virtually the entire Domain has high intrinsic value and, 
therefore, conservation significance.11 

Soldiers Memorial Avenue is located within a Grassy White Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis) 
Woodland vegetation type listed as a critical priority for conservation of forest communities 
in Hobart.12 Located within the Soldiers Memorial Avenue “footprint” are a number of 
populations of rare or threatened species.13 The Kirkpatrick14 report notes: 

“Significant species were recorded during this study under, or close to, thirty of the Soldiers 
Walk trees (Appendix). Listed species noted were Lepidium hyssopifolium (6 trees), L. 
pseudotasmanicum (18 trees), Scleranthus fasciculatus (2 trees), Vittadinia gracilis (2 trees) 
and V. muelleri (3 trees). Podolepis jaceoides, a species rare in Hobart, was noted under one 
tree. In addition, Diuris sulphurea, a species rare in Hobart, has been noted by the author at 
the location marked 11 on the attached map.  

Most significant species were found under healthy cedars (Appendix), or adjacent to planted 
trees on shallow, rocky soil. 

L. hyssopifolium is listed under the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act (1999) (Commonwealth). Any new action that might affect this species cannot be taken 
without reference to the Commonwealth. Its ecology is well-known (Kirkpatrick and 
Gilfedder 1998). It requires ground free of above ground competition and stock grazing, 
usually provided by introduced trees in parks, gardens and road sides in the world of today. 
All of the rare species noted under the Soldiers Walk trees are confined to places on the 

                                                      
11 QDMP 1996 pp16-17 
12 (North 2000). 
13 (Kirkpatrick 1995). 
14 See NVP Appendix 1 
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Domain where the growth of the tussock grasses is inhibited by root competition from trees, 
frequent mowing or shallow soils (Kirkpatrick 1995). 

The spreading healthy, and moderately unhealthy, cedars in Soldiers Walk provide excellent 
habitat for these rare species because they create a wide zone of suppression. Unhealthy and 
dead trees do not, because they lose this zone of suppression. Eucalypts and cypresses in the 
plantings were rare habitats for rare species, although large unplanted native eucalypts do 
provide habitat for some.” 

1.7. COMMUNITY VALUES 

A key element of the Avenue was, and is, the connection between individual soldiers and 
individual trees. The trees were planted by families and were, and in some cases still are, a 
focus for family commemoration. In an earlier time most residents of Hobart would have 
known at least one and possibly quite a few of the soldiers through work, clubs or residence.  

Originally each tree had an identifying board giving details of the soldier and including the 
unit colour patch. In 1932, these were replaced by metal plaques, maintaining the link 
between soldier and tree. General attrition and then the organised removal of most of these 
plaques in the 1980s broke this link and effectively the trees became anonymous and exotic 
invaders in the Domain environment. For occasional visitors, the significance of the trees was 
obscured. For descendants, maintaining the connection became increasingly difficult in the 
face of neglect and the difficulty of recognising a single tree in a complex landscape. 

Even so, many families continued to visit trees and leave tokens and flowers on ANZAC Day 
or other significant anniversaries. For many of the oldest with a connection to the Avenue, 
these simple acts are no longer possible. Many of those contacting FOSW are men and 
women in retirement or aged care. FOSW has been contacted by representatives of the 
families of 100 soldiers thus far without any calculated effort to trace descendants. 

1.7.1 Friends of Soldiers Walk Inc 

The formation of Friends of Soldiers Walk Inc in 2002 and the publicity generated by 
numerous events has captured increasing interest in the Avenue and harnessed the 
commitment of descendants wishing to see the Avenue restored. To date, 4 working bees and 
other events involving 50 people at a time have done much to improve the physical 
prominence of the Avenue. Descendants of over 90 servicemen have come forward to join 
FOSW including members from Victoria, New South Wales and the ACT. This has occurred 
without any concerted effort to contact descendants. FOSW has co-ordinated a considerable 
research effort with the support of grants from the Minister of Veterans Affairs under the 
Local Commemorative Activities Fund and a web site and map with the support of a Hobart 
City Council Bicentenary Community Grant. The Governor of Tasmania. Hs Excellency Mr 
Richard Butler AC, has agreed to act as patron following the death of the first patron, Mr 
Frank MacDonald MM. 

As a result of these activities, the existence of the Avenue and its significance is better 
understood than has been the case for decades. The Avenue is increasingly recognised and 
schools in the Hobart area have begun to use the Avenue as a focus for learning about the 
Great War.  

1.8. RECREATIONAL VALUES 

The Avenue forms a pedestrian spine along the southern portion of the Domain and offers 
unique views of the River Derwent, the central city and the Wellington Range. Soldiers 
Memorial Avenue functions as the Domain’s central spine for passive recreational pursuits 
such as walking, dog walking, jogging and cycling. It is ideally located to provide pedestrian 
access to many of the Domain’s facilities eg. The Aquatic Centre, TCA Ground, Athletic 
Centre, Cross Roads Ovals, Gun Powder Store, Beaumaris Zoo site, Government House and 
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the Botanic Gardens. While less used than in the past, due to the extensive road network 
isolating the Domain, for many it is still Hobart’s bush backyard. 

1.9. ENVIRONMENT 

1.9.1 Climate 

Hobart’s average rainfall (as measured at the nearby Hobart Regional Forecasting Centre) is 
624mm per annum. Mean monthly temperatures range from 110C to 220C. Whilst there has 
been a minor decrease in Hobart’s mean rainfall over the last few decades, a more obvious 
trend has been the changed distribution of rainfall with a greater proportion now occurring 
during winter months leading to dryer and warmer summers. (Kirkpatrick pers comm). 

1.9.2 Aspect 

Soldiers Memorial Avenue is located on the eastern side of the main northwest – southeast 
ridgeline of the Domain. Generally speaking, the land adjacent to the Memorial Avenue 
slopes towards the northeast. 

1.9.3 Geology and Soils 

The Domain has shallow black soils on dolerite; well structured and fertile they are well 
draining and therefore susceptible to drought. The official soil classification refers to the 
Domain as part of the “Stony Hill land system.” The area is noted for “crests and upper 
slopes [which] contain an extremely shallow stony clay loam.” Further, “It was only on the 
lower slopes/flats of the Domain hill that soils became deeper.” 15 

1.10. FIRE 

The grasslands and grassy woodlands of the Domain require a regime of relatively frequent 
burning for their maintenance in the absence of other influences such as grazing and slashing. 

A Fire Management Plan (Kirkpatrick and Blake 1995) for the Domain was prepared in 
1995. The Management Burn Timetable was revised in 2001. The primary focus of the Plan 
is the management of native vegetation communities. The Plan achieves this by dividing the 
Domain into 24 discrete vegetation management units and prescribing specific fire regimes 
for each unit. 

The Soldiers Memorial Avenue area is included within the adjoining vegetation management 
units and whilst in recent years burning has been excluded in and around the trees, some 
Cedars show the affects from wildfires and/or inappropriate management burns conducted 
previously. 

It is highly unlikely that management burns will pose a significant threat to the Cedars in the 
future as Council has improved its co-ordination and management of the burn program. 
While these burns reduce the fire hazard around the Avenue they do not provide protection in 
the event of a wild fire spreading within the Avenue. 

 

                                                      
15 Davies, John, Land Systems of Tasmania. Region 6: SE & Midlands Dept. of Agriculture, 1988. 



Soldiers Memorial Avenue Management Plan 

Page 19 of 70 

Section 2: CURRENT STATUS 

2.1. MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS 

The Queens Domain was formally vested in Council (the then Corporation of the City of Hobart) 
as a public reserve in 1917. The area of the Domain managed by Council is approximately 190 
hectares and includes the natural grassland, the Cenotaph and part of the River Derwent 
foreshore extending from Cornelian Bay to the Tasman Bridge. 

2.1.1 Queens Domain Management Plan  

In relation to Soldiers Memorial Avenue specifically, the plan provides the following 
recommendations. In this list, comments on progress towards implementation have been 
provided in plain text. 

Pedestrian Access 

g. resurface Soldiers Walk (completed)16 

Cycleways 

Continue to allow shared use of Soldiers Walk and the Upper Domain Drive with 
pedestrians (current status is shared use)17 

Commemorative Activities/Community Events 

 Implement the recommendations of the Davey Street Entry Study (de Gryse 1994) in 
relation to the Avenue of Honour/Soldiers Walk and the Cenotaph area in consultation with 
Returned Services League. 

Recommendations for the Avenue of Honour/Soldiers Walk include: 

retention of the Avenue into the long term18; 

inventory of existing trees to determine their location, age and horticultural condition; and 

investigation of replacing the existing trees (living or dead) using local indigenous species 
in a formal avenue. (To be addressed by this plan).19 

2.1.2 Queens Domain Advisory Committee 

A key recommendation from the Plan was for the formation of a committee to advise Council on 
matters affecting the Domain. The recommendation was implemented in 1997 with the formation 
of the Queens Domain Advisory Committee (QDAC). The Advisory Committee includes 
members representing the major facilities and stakeholders on the Domain e.g. the Royal 
Tasmanian Botanic Gardens, Government House, Athletics Centre, Tennis Centre as well as the 
local progress associations (Glebe and East New Town), Council officers, Parks and Wildlife 
Service and, in more recent years, the Friends of Soldiers Walk Inc. QDAC meets on a bi-
monthly basis. 

2.1.3 Land Management Programs 

On-ground land management within the natural areas of the Domain is the responsibility of the 
Council’s Parks and Customer Services Division’s Bushland and Reserves Unit. In recent years 
the focus of management programs has been on fire management, weed management, and 
infrastructure maintenance (bollards and tracks) and development (visitor signage). A specific 

                                                      
16 QDMP p58 
17 QDMP p61 
18 Note rehabilitation of the Cross Roads Oval site would enable the reinstatement of the end of the Avenue of Honour, which once 
continued as far as the Cross Roads. 
19 QDMP p65 
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education and works program was also introduced in 2002 to reduce the formation and usage of 
informal trails, many of which emanate from Soldiers Memorial Avenue. On-ground 
implementation of works is undertaken by Civic Solutions, Council’s internal service provider. 

The Parks and Recreation Unit of the Parks and Customer Services Division is responsible for 
the recreational facilities adjoining Soldiers Memorial Avenue with management responsibilities 
for Cross Roads Oval, the TCA Ground and the Domain Athletic Centre. 

The other major facility located close to Soldiers Memorial Avenue is the Tattersall’s Hobart 
Aquatic Centre (THAC). THAC is overseen by its own board and sits under the Parks and 
Customer Services Division of the Hobart City Council.  

2.1.4 Services Infrastructure 

The Domain also contains a range of services that support Domain facilities as well as the 
broader infrastructure of the city.  Examples include power lines, water pipes and sewage lines.  
At some point all of these services intersect with the Soldiers Memorial Avenue footprint.  
Repairs and maintenance of these services has not always be conducted under the supervision of 
the Parks and Customer Service Division or the Queens Domain Advisory Group. 

2.2. STATE OF THE ORIGINAL TREES 

In 1997 Council first mapped and assessed the trees planted along Soldiers Memorial Avenue. 
There were 350 trees listed, with the majority being identified as Atlas Cedars, most of the trees 
were assessed as “poor” or “needs replacement”. In 2002 Council’s Arboricultural Officer re-
assessed all trees planted along Soldiers Memorial Avenue. The identification of the different 
Cedar Species was extremely difficult due to their poor condition. The results are tabulated 
below:- 

 CONDITION 

Tree Species Good Average Poor Needs 
Replacing 

TOTAL 

Cedrus deodara* 
(Deodar Cedar) 

0 8 103 56 167 

Cedrus atlantica 
‘Glauca’* 
(Blue Atlas Cedar) 

2 19 59 11 91 

Cedrus atlantica 
(Atlas Cedar) 

0 0 48 30 78 

TOTAL ORIGINAL 
CEDARS 

2 27 210 97 336 

Cupressus 
sempervirens (Italian 
Cypress) 

2 11 6 4 23 

TOTAL TREES 
(in original locations) 

4 38 216 101 359 

Eucalyptus globulus 
(Tasmanian Blue Gum) 

1 56 47 25 129 

(A full listing of botanical names and illustrations of tree species can be found in Appendix 1.) 
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A total of 359 trees were identified as being in the original planting locations. Of these 336 are 
Cedars that are considered to be the originals planted in 1918. A further 29 are Italian Cypress 
trees that were replacements planted in the 1960s; all planted on original planting locations. A 
further 129 Tasmanian Blue Gums were planted between the original plantings in the 1980s with 
a small number planted in vacant tree positions. This was an attempt to replant the Soldiers 
Memorial Avenue. 

A map compiled during the 1930s shows a total of around 530 trees were planted, including the 
extension to the Cenotaph in 1926. There are therefore approximately 170 locations missing 
from the original layout. Approximately 90 were removed for past developments, therefore 80 
trees have been lost due to dead trees not being replaced. 

A condition assessment of the remaining trees was conducted focussing on the health, vigour and 
structure of each tree; these assessments are not promising. Only 4 trees are listed as ‘good’; 38 
as ‘average’; 216 as ‘poor’ and 101 as ‘need replacing’. These ‘need replacing’ trees are dead or 
nearly dead. The assessment proceeded on the basis of the Burra Charter of replacing ‘as many 
as necessary and as few as possible’ and thus retain all viable living trees. and to ensure the 
future of the avenue as a formal contemplative space with a clear unity. 

It appears that the remaining trees are dying off more rapidly than in the past. Jamie Kirkpatrick 
verbally comments that since 1978 the Domain has experienced a much dryer climate in 
summer, and that heavy summer rains are required to reverse this trend. Over time many trees 
have struggled in the conditions, especially due to the shallow soil profile, which is susceptible 
to drought. 

2.3. NAME PLATES 

The metal plaques placed on the trees in 1932 were for over 50 years the primary means of 
connecting a tree to an individual and a clear signal that the Avenue was special. Anecdotal 
evidence suggests that by the 1970s, many plaques had disappeared. Chains rusted or broke and 
plaques dropped to the ground; some were vandalised and some, having been removed, were run 
over and shredded by mowers on their regular runs on the Domain. Notwithstanding this, in the 
mid-1970s the vast majority of the plaques were still in place.  

In the 1980s, a decision was taken to remove the plaques, which in some instances were 
‘strangling’ the trees. Some trees on the Avenue still show signs of this and 3 have pieces of 
chain protruding from their trunks. The plaques were placed inside the plinths purpose-built at 
the junction of the Avenue and Davies Avenue.  

A small number of plaques remained on the trees, including two homemade examples. In 
October 2002, this was brought to the attention of Council officers and these remaining 10 
plaques were removed for safekeeping as two had only recently been stolen from trees. As a 
result of the publicity, three plaques handed into the RSL were returned. These 13 plaques were 
handed to the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery. Subsequently, 4 more plaques (one 
homemade) have been handed to FOSW. Two other plaques are known in private hands, with an 
undertaking from their present custodians to return them to a restored Avenue. Issues relating to 
the future of the surviving name plates is dealt with in Section 4.5. 

2.4. INTERPRETATION 

2.4.1 On Site Interpretation 

There is limited interpretation of and on the Avenue. The path is signed as Soldiers Walk at 
Davies Avenue, north of the TCA ground and beyond the Cross Roads. Three sandstone plinths 
stand at the intersection of the Memorial Avenue and Davies Avenue. The central plinth includes 
a dedication noting “Each tree in this avenue was planted as a living tribute to a Tasmanian 
servicemen who sacrificed his life during the First World War 1914 – 1918.” The flanking 
plinths list the names of the commemorated soldiers. It is not explicitly noted that each single 
tree represented a single soldier and was planted by family and friends. The fact that the Avenue 
was to commemorate servicemen largely from Hobart or with a relative in Hobart is not made 
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clear. The list of names is not comprehensive and includes in all particulars (spelling, initials, 
dates of death and rank) as well as omitting some names entirely. This is the only reference on 
the Avenue to its extent or purpose. 

2.4.2 Website and Pamphlet 

Under the Hobart City Council’s Bicentenary Community Grants program, Friends of Soldiers 
Walk Inc were provided with a grant to develop a website about the Avenue and allow access to 
the database of servicemen commemorated. In addition a pamphlet has been developed including 
a map and key to the trees of the Avenue as well as general orientation to the Queens Domain.  
The website may be viewed at www.soldierswalk.org.au 
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Section 3: VISION AND OBJECTIVES 

3.1. “FOR EVERY SOLDIER A TREE, FOR EVERY TREE A PLAQUE.” 

The Soldiers Memorial Avenue is an extensive war memorial within natural grassland to 508 
individual servicemen for whom trees were planted in 1918.  An essential part of this 
commemoration was the linkage between individual servicemen and specific tree as signified by 
individual name plates.  The fundamental principle guiding restoration should be “For every 
soldier a tree, for every tree a plaque”. 

3.2. OBJECTIVES 

3.2.1 Replanting of the Avenue 

Sufficient trees should be planted to ensure that for every serviceman originally commemorated 
on the Avenue, there is a tree once more. Where the tree cannot be replanted in the original 
position, the trees should be planted as close as possible to those original positions. In the case of 
the trees under Cross Roads Oval, there are a number of options that would ensure the re-
connection of the Avenue. 

3.2.2 Identification of Soldiers 

Research should continue to produce a final and definitive list of the servicemen commemorated 
and the original position of the trees.  There are a small number of serviceman who were 
commemorated on the Avenue for whom a precise tree position has yet to be located. In 
addition, there are trees for which no serviceman has been identified. 

3.2.3 Restore the Link between Serviceman and Tree 

A fundamental aspect of the original Avenue, subsequently reinforced, was the connection 
between individual trees and serviceman. The individual plaquing of trees is an important act of 
commemoration and also serves to mark out the Avenue visually. In addition, individual 
plaquing makes a powerful statement about the extent of the sacrifice commemorated. 

3.2.4 Restoration of the Avenue as a Physical Entity 

The Avenue should be restored so that it is obvious that it is an Avenue of four lines of trees. 
Currently, many trees are obscured and the physical size and extent of the Avenue is not 
immediately apparent. The nature and existence of the Avenue should be clear whatever the 
point of entry. There should be a well-defined beginning and end to the Avenue. 

3.2.5 Restoration of the Name 

The Avenue should be referred to officially as the Soldiers Memorial Avenue. It may also be 
considered appropriate for the Cross Roads Oval to be re-named as the Soldiers Oval or the 
Soldiers Memorial Oval. 

3.2.6 Harmony with Natural Values 

The restoration of the Avenue should ensure harmony with the surrounding environment and 
while the Avenue should be identifiable as an entity, it should blend with the grasslands and 
bushland through which it passes. 

3.2.7 A Focus for Commemoration 

The Avenue is a war memorial comprised of living trees rather than stone and restoration should 
aim to emphasise this fact. Formal acts of commemoration, educational activities and 
interpretation on the Avenue should also be in keeping with this memorial aspect and reinforce 
it.  The Avenue could also become as significant an attraction as the Avenues in Ballarat and 
Kings Park, Perth. 
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3.2.8 Linkage to other Pedestrian Routes 

The Avenue should be emphasized as the focal pedestrian spine for the Queens Domain. A 
restored Avenue would be a significant part of local tourism infrastructure appealing to heritage 
and general tourists. Restoration and continuing maintenance of the Avenue would provide a 
powerful statement about the character of the Hobart community. This would require among 
other things improved signage and pathways within the bounds of and connecting with the 
Avenue. 

3.2.9 Compatibility of other works 

Developments or maintenance work that is to take place within or adjacent to the Memorial 
Avenue should be compatible with the Avenue and mindful of its significance.  This specifically 
relates to works that may have an adverse physical impact on the trees or the visual integrity of 
the Avenue.  

3.2.10 Completion by 2014 

The Avenue should be restored by the centenary of the outbreak of the Great War in 2014. This 
would allow for progressive commemoration on the centenary of the deaths of the individuals 
represented on the Avenue. This completion date would also ensure that the centenary of the 
inauguration of the Avenue in August 2018 takes place on an Avenue comprised of well-
established and healthy trees. 
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Section 4: KEY ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

A restoration of the Avenue involves a range of actions and strategies and the need to balance the 
maintenance of the natural values of the environment with the cultural heritage values. 

The area contains significant native species that should be preserved. Any maintenance and 
planting regime should seek to enhance these natural values as far as possible. The restoration of 
the Avenue as an entity may also involve the removal of some native vegetation that competes 
with or obscures the Avenue; this should be undertaken to minimise such removals and be in 
keeping with the nature of the white gum grasslands through which the Avenue passes.  

The most significant and immediate issue relates to the management of surviving trees. The 
matter of replacement of trees raises some important questions relating to the species, timing of 
replacements and care of new trees. Given that nearly 100 original tree sites have been lost, it 
will be necessary to identify alternative sites for these trees. 

The planting of the Avenue was an act of commemoration as is the process of restoration. The 
link between individual serviceman and tree is integral to this. Sensitive and sensible overall 
interpretation is required on site to emphasise the significance of the Avenue. The use of the 
Avenue as a place for commemoration and education should be encouraged. Any interpretation 
should be in keeping with interpretative activities for the Domain as a whole. 

4.1. MAINTENANCE OF NATURAL VALUES 

Kirkpatrick’s report20 concludes that both the biodiversity and cultural heritage conservation can 
be enhanced in the Soldiers Memorial Avenue zone through the introduction, or more properly 
the re-introduction, of a slashing and mowing regime. The report also addresses issues in relation 
to irrigation, mulching, the use of fertilisers and the removal of native trees within the bounds of 
the Avenue. 

4.1.1 Slashing/mowing regime 

The Kirkpatrick report advises that a slashing and mowing regime would provide significant 
benefits in terms of natural values within the Avenue, noting that: 

…frequent mowing, with the removal of slash, is likely to be an excellent management 
regime for the maintenance or improvement of native plant biodiversity in white gum 
woodlands where there are few or no grazing vertebrates. It prevents the invasion of small 
trees that can smother the species rich grassland understorey, and prevents the dominant 
tussock grasses annexing all space used by smaller herbs and grasses. 

It is important to note that a simple mowing and slashing regime will not automatically provide 
these benefits; past practice on the Domain has been to leave the slash and this serves to promote 
exotic species. Conversely, if slash is removed this would be of benefit to biodiversity and 
cultural heritage. The report recommends the slashing/mowing regime under the following 
conditions: 

• Removal of slash 

• Avoidance of the suppression zone under the trees of the Avenue 

• Avoidance of cutting when the soil is wet 

• Avoidance cutting in certain areas in spring/early summer to protect certain plants 

 

                                                      
20 J B Kirkpatrick Report to the Hobart City Council on Management Actions that will Maintain Natural and Cultural Significance 
of the Soldiers Walk, Hobart 20 February 2003. 
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Recommendation 1: Slashing and Mowing 

Investigate the establishment of a slashing regime for Soldiers Memorial Avenue extending 
7 metres either side of the outer row of trees. Slashed material is to be removed off-site. 
The slashing regime is to avoid the suppression zone under trees, cutting when soil is wet, 
and cutting in certain nominated areas in spring/early summer. 

 

4.1.2 Irrigation, mulching and fertilization 

As part of his report, Kirkpatrick considered issues relating to the use of irrigation, mulching and 
fertilisers within the Avenue. He recommended against the broad scale use of irrigation and 
fertilisers noting that the addition of water and nutrients to grassy woodland is known to result in 
a marked deterioration in native cover and native species richness and an increase in exotic cover 
and richness. This type of deterioration can already be seen along parts of the Soldiers Memorial 
Avenue where there has been leakage from pipes. Further it is noted that the use of recycled 
effluent from Selfs Point may put natives and cedar seedlings at risk due to its high in salt 
content with these salts likely to be retained in the clay soils in a low rainfall area such as the 
Domain. 

Thus irrigation should make use of fresh water and take the form of deep watering using tubes to 
minimise leakage and target water supply to the Avenue trees. The use of pine mulch pine would 
minimize impacts on the surrounding vegetation during the establishment phase of new exotic 
trees. In the case of existing trees the crucial limiting factor in the use of these methods is the 
presence of rare and threatened species within the suppression zone of larger and healthier trees. 

 

Recommendation 2: Watering and Mulching 

Reticulated irrigation will not be introduced. Acceptable practices to aid the establishment 
of new exotic plantings are the use of tubes for deep watering and mulching using pine 
material. Mulching is not to occur in the vicinity of rare or threatened plant species. 

 

4.1.3 Felling of native trees within the Soldiers Memorial Avenue 

There are many naturally established native trees in the zone of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue. 
At least two are important for conservation of/as rare plant species. All are important as part of 
the sparse over storey of the white gum grassy woodland. 

Mowing would prevent further establishment of native trees, accentuating the memorial trees in 
contrast to the surrounding grasslands and bushland beyond the Avenue. The Kirkpatrick report 
notes that the removal of understorey trees, such as Acacia mearnsii and Bursaria spinosa, 
where they compete with the cedars and have no role in creating threatened species habitat, 
would be appropriate, given the importance of healthy cedars for threatened species. 

Most of the blue gums planted along the Memorial Avenue are unhealthy or dying, being outside 
their natural range on the Domain. Their removal would have no nature conservation 
consequences. The removal of the few healthy planted Blue Gums might have implications for 
the nationally threatened swift parrot. The Department of Primary Industry, Water and the 
Environment (DPIWE) should be consulted on this matter. 

Recommendation 3: Removal of Native Vegetation 

a) Selected Eucalypt saplings are to be marked and avoided when slashing to maintain the 
canopy component of the grassy white gum woodland community. 

b) The removal of understorey tree species is permitted where they compete with the 
cedars and have no role in creating threatened species habitat. 
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c) Approval of the Threatened Species Unit, DPIWE be sought prior to the removal of the 
inter-planted blue gums. 

4.2. MANAGEMENT OF SURVIVING TREES 

There are 359 surviving trees, and of these 101 need replacing; 216 trees are poor; 38 average 
and only 4 can be classed as good. These trees are approximately 85 years old (the 23 Italian 
Cypress are approx 40 years old) and so should be mature, large, healthy specimens. Lack of 
moisture, competition and human activity have combined to severely impact on these remaining 
trees. Therefore, approximately half (258) of the original plantings remain alive and in 
reasonable condition. 

It is imperative that action be taken to ensure the survival and health of these remaining trees. 
Such action will need to encompass the removal of competitive plants such as the Tasmanian 
Blue Gums and some other native trees and shrubs and the redirection of informal pathways 
where these adversely affect trees. Mulching trials should be conducted to determine if mulching 
can assist in the survival of trees and assist in ameliorating the effects of dry summers. It will 
also be necessary to remove some dead and nearly dead trees to allow the planting of healthy 
trees. Some actions recommended in relation to the natural values of the Avenue area serve to 
enhance cultural heritage values and assist in the protection of the trees of the Avenue.  

 

4.2.1 Mulching and Associated Trials 

Jamie Kirkpatrick states:- 

“The spreading healthy, and moderately unhealthy, cedars in Soldiers Walk provide excellent 
habitat for these rare species because they create a wide zone of suppression. Unhealthy and 
dead trees do not, because they lose this zone of suppression” 3 

Therefore the only trees that can be mulched are unhealthy and nearly dead trees. Most of these 
categories of trees will be replaced within the next 10 years. It is therefore considered only a 
short-term option to mulch these trees. Each tree will require a large quantity of mulch to cover 
the required root zone ie the canopy spread of each tree plus an extra metre or so. It is therefore 
suggested that a trial is only conducted on trees that are considered to have a low zone of 
suppression, yet are not unhealthy enough that they are going to be replaced i.e. the few trees 
that mulching might help, and so these trees would not need to be replaced.  For many trees, 
existing rainwater could be better directed to maximise the water actually available and soil 
sculpting may assist in this. 

 

Recommendation 4: Mulching and Associated Trials 

A mulching trial should be conducted on suitable trees in poor health to assess the value of 
mulching in stabilising their health and particular in coping with prolonged periods of dry 
weather.  In addition, the efficacy of soil sculpting and contouring in improving water 
availability around suitable trees should be assessed. 

 
4.2.2 Tree Surgery 

Tree surgery work for safety will be ongoing, as at present. This consists of removal of branches 
or dead trees that are a danger to pedestrians, and other assets. ‘Deadwood’ in trees and the 
‘tidying’ of the tree structure for the visual aesthetic will also be undertaken on trees in 
reasonable condition. However, no pruning will take place on poor or very poor trees as it is 
considered best to work on the longer-term trees, not the imminent removals. 
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Recommendation 5: Tree Surgery 

Trees surgery should be undertaken to improve the appearance of the Avenue with an 
emphasis on trees likely to remain. 

4.2.3 Tree Removals 

Trees will be replaced when they are dead or nearly dead. If descendant(s) are known, then 
removal will be done in consultation with the descendant(s). If descendant(s) request 
replacement of their particular tree (ie tree dead or nearly dead), then this request should be 
accommodated.  The project management group will need to draw up guidelines and priorities 
for the replacement of trees especially as the number of new trees available will vary from year 
to year during the restoration process.  

 

Recommendation 6: Consultation with Families 

All tree replacements, whether dead or in poor condition, should involve families whenever 
possible.  The project management group should develop guidelines and criteria for the 
replacement of trees. 

 

4.3. REPLACEMENT TREES 

4.3.1 Replacement Tree Selection 

It is clear that the existing species on the Avenue have not thrived and changes in climate are 
making life more difficult for them. In these circumstances, a new species must be sought to use 
for replacements. The Heritage report provides suggested guidelines for the selection of 
replacement trees noting that the species selected “should not degrade the intended formal 
character of the walk. That is, new plantings should be as contiguous as possible and reinforce a 
unit of form, shape, texture and colour over the whole walk”, and suggest the following criteria 
as selection of a replacement species: 

• “No risk to act as a weed; 

• the ability to tolerate and thrive in Domain conditions with minimal ongoing 
support (ie, without irrigation but acknowledging that water will need to be 
supplied during establishment); 

• symbolism; 

• longevity, and; 

• (preferably) a coniferous form including distinctive colour, shape and texture”. 

Ideally a replacement tree should be as close as possible to the current tree type, but be more 
drought resistant i.e. a Cedar species that is more drought resistant. To this end the Cedar of 
Lebanon (Cedrus libani A) is the species of first choice. A full botanical description is provided 
in Appendix One. 

Problems with sowing seed in Australia and then growing these plants on have occurred. Due to 
these difficulties, nurseries prefer to graft cuttings from the Cedar of Lebanon to roots of the 
Deodar Cedar. However, on the Avenue the tree must be the true Cedar of Lebanon, not a 
grafted form, to best cope with the conditions. 

Other possible species are less similar in shape, colour, texture and other characteristics to 
Cedars. Other tree species suggested as suitable include: 

• Juniperus species - Juniper - , some species grow at Gallipoli; a place with a climate as 
summer dry as Hobart, (J Kirkpatrick) 2 

• Quercus ilex - Evergreen Oak - Brooker Highway, RTBG 
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• Callitris species - Local native species or species selection,(J Kirkpatrick) 2 

• Quercus suber - Cork Oak - Portuguese native, RTBG 

• Cupressus macrocarpa cultivars - Monterey Cypress, Domain, RTBG (Could become 
weed). 

It is considered best to trial the Cedar of Lebanon propagated from seed and also grow seeds 
from the best Deodar Cedars in Soldiers Memorial Avenue (below the TCA, where they enjoy 
the runoff from the cricket pitch), as a comparison. 

Trials will first establish the Cedar of Lebanon and grow these trees to a suitable size (1 + metre 
height) to plant out on the Domain. Some will be planted out, whilst a few will remain in the 
nursery as a base measure (these will be well watered and nourished as a comparison to the 
planted trees which will be watered in for up to five years). 

 

Recommendation 7: Replacement Species 

Replacement trees should be of a species sympathetic in terms of form and character, 
preferably Cedar of Lebanon, which should be the basis of initial trials. 

 

4.3.2 Replacements - Main Body of the Memorial Avenue 

Where possible all replacements will be planted in their original position. These planting ‘holes’ 
were generally dug out and contoured, and because of their regular layout can be easily 
recognised. First priority will be to replant missing trees, followed by dead and nearly dead trees. 

Tree planting will also occur in logical geographic groups to assist with after care. Temporary 
guards will be used where necessary. 

 

Recommendation 8: Replacement Order 

Within the main body of the Memorial Avenue, replacement trees should be planted in 
existing or original sites section by section. 

 

4.3.3 Replacements - Lost Sites 

As noted earlier there are a large number of sites missing or comprised by roadwork so as to be 
unusable. For the Avenue to be considered restored commemorative trees should be planted for 
all servicemen originally commemorated. It should also involve the re-establishment of a 
continuous Avenue connecting the original start and end points. The Heritage Report notes three 
options21 to re-establish a link with the remnant trees currently isolated at the Crossroads 

i)”… planting two rows either side of a path between the Crossroads oval/s, or; 

ii) Plant two rows either side of a path around the edge of the Crossroads oval/s, or; 

iii) Develop a route that re-establishes the historical link with the trees at the 
Crossroads and diverges to the road opposite Grassland Gully”. 

Any plan to plant on or around the boundaries of Crossroads Oval will first have to research the 
soil conditions to assess their suitability for planting given that the area was a landfill. A full 

                                                      

21 Austral Archaeology, Report produced for the Hobart City Council The Soldiers Walk (Soldiers Memorial Avenue) Queens Domain, 
Hobart, June 2003. 
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landscape plan exploring these options in detail will be required before any decision can be made 
on how this part of the Avenue will be re-connected.   

The Avenue extension in the Cenotaph precinct is not considered suitable for full planting as the 
trees were not commemorative; those cedars were planted for aesthetic purposes to connect the 
Cenotaph precinct with the Avenue. It may be deemed worthwhile to undertake some planting to 
symbolically re-connect the two. This has not been considered as part of this exercise.  

 

Recommendation 9: Options for Missing Sites 

Options for replacing trees from ‘lost’ sites be researched and a finalised landscape plan 
for replacement sites drawn up by the end of 2004. This plan should take into account 
current usage of the intended sites and integrity of a restored Avenue. 

 

4.3.4 Planting Establishment  

Irrigation and mulching for the establishment of new trees is considered acceptable practise. 
Mulch should be carefully selected so that it aids the new trees establishment but does not 
change soil conditions or introduce weeds. If pine bark mulch is used, then it must be sterilised 
to ensure no weed/tree seeds are imported. Care should be taken with the planting hole to ensure 
no ‘pooling’ occurs, particularly when adding soils. 

Watering would be undertaken from a water truck, not through an irrigation system that is liable 
to leak and so encourage weed growth in the native grassland. Watering should only be 
undertaking for a reasonable establishment period after which time the survival of the tree should 
depend on its adaptation to the environment. 

 

Recommendation 10:  Management of New Trees 

New trees should be watered and mulched after planting balancing the need to ensure the 
health of the trees and minimal disturbance to the surroundings during the establishment 
period. 

 

4.3.5 Planting Program  

Replacement trees will be planted in winter prior to the anniversary of the first plantings i.e. 
August 3. On this date the annual ‘batch’ of planted trees will be commemorated. All traceable 
relatives will be invited to attend. 

 

Recommendation 11: Annual Planting Day  

Replacement trees should be planted on an annual cycle in time for commemoration 
ceremonies on the anniversary of the Avenue with relatives invited. 

 

These recommendations are consistent with those from the heritage report commissioned as part 
of the development of this Management plan. 

 

4.4. FIRE MANAGEMENT 

As discussed previously, the Queens Domain Fire Management Plan guides Council’s fire 
management program on the Domain. Whilst burning of the Soldiers Walk is not precluded from 
the plan, prescriptions for each burn ensures that burning is restricted from entering the Soldiers 
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Walk area. Despite this, it is considered that the Fire Management Plan be revised to exclude fire 
from Soldiers Memorial Avenue and incorporate any other relevant recommendations of this 
plan. 

Slashing as proposed above will control the accumulation of high fuel levels within this zone. 
Furthermore defining the zone to include an area seven metres from the outside row of Cedars is 
designed to provide a fire break sufficient to protect Cedars from damage in the event of a 
wildfire in surrounding vegetation. 

 

Recommendation 12: Fire Management 

(a) The next revision of the Queens Domain Fire Management Plan to incorporate Soldiers 
Memorial Avenue as a separate vegetation management unit where burning is excluded. 

(b) Slashing of Soldiers Memorial Avenue to extend seven metres beyond the outer row of 
Cedars to provide fire protection. 

 

4.5. HISTORY, INTERPRETATION AND PLAQUING 

 

4.5.1 Continuing Research 

An important pre-condition for any interpretation of the Avenue and the definitive association of 
particular individual with trees is the creation of a comprehensive and reliable history of the 
Avenue. While research to date by FOSW has shed light on previously unknown aspects of the 
Avenue’s history, this is not comprehensive and complete. 

 

Recommendation 13: Historical Research 

Historical research should continue with the goal of producing a definitive history of the 
Avenue and a final list of names of servicemen commemorated. 

 

4.5.2 Surviving Name Plates 

Two groups of name plates survive: 17 in the possession of either Friends of Soldiers Walk or 
the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery and an unknown number inside the plinths at the 
junction of the Memorial Avenue and Davies Avenue.  

These should be consolidated for safekeeping and eventual use as part of the overall Avenue 
interpretation. The plinths at Davies Avenue should be opened to assess whether they contain 
any additional plaques, ascertain their condition and conserve them as part of overall site 
interpretation. It is not feasible to return these surviving name plates to their assigned trees as 
they would be vulnerable to theft and vandalism. It is therefore necessary that the collection 
should be in a controlled situation. 

 

Recommendation 14: Surviving Name Plates 

The plinths at the junction of the Memorial Avenue and Davies Avenue should be opened 
and remaining plaques removed for restoration and later use in interpretive displays. The 
full collection of nameplates should be consolidated for interim display. 
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4.5.3 New Name Plates 

A primary consideration is the need to once more establish the link between individual 
servicemen and individual trees. The unique feature of Avenues of Honour is this intense 
personalisation in commemoration. This feature should be re-established and reinforced by the 
placing of personal plaques near each tree.  

 

Recommendation 15: New Name Plates: Design and Placement 

There should be a plaque or nameplate near each tree on the Avenue identifying the 
serviceman for whom it was planted; the level of detail to be negotiated with descendants, 
noting that such identification should be unobtrusive and meaningful.  

 

4.5.4 Site Interpretation 

The Heritage report makes a series of important recommendations to guide the overall 
development of interpretive works for the Memorial Avenue so they are integrated with that of 
the Domain generally. The report recommends that site-specific interpretation of the Memorial 
Avenue should integrated with the wider pedestrian trail and provision should be made for 
interpretation of other places of interest along the spine of the hill. The most important 
recommendations are that:22 

Interpretation for Soldiers Walk should be designed to be compatible with any wider concepts 
for interpretation of the Domain. Whilst certain aspects of site specific interpretation (i.e., 
unobtrusive, tree site plinths) may be able to be installed without wider reference, it is strongly 
recommended that an interpretation strategy for the whole of the Domain be prepared to avoid 
the risk of ending up with a hotch-potch of interpretative media that devalue rather than enhance 
the visitor experience. 

Tree site interpretation should be unobtrusive and meaningful. Further, more detailed 
interpretation should be off site (e.g., at a site like Domain House, via a leaflet, or at strategic 
points along the Walk). If the latter is favoured, interpretation should not take the form of signs 
on boards or posts but should be designed using sculptural/artistic expertise. 

Interpretation should be drawn from a validated history (see Action 1, above). Determination of 
accurate numbers and installation of interpretation at tree sites will make the ‘box’ plinths 
redundant. These could then be removed. 

The interpretation plan will need to address the issue of the existing plinths near the southern end 
of the Avenue.  These will become redundant with any new interpretation work and as it is are 
unreliable guides to the purpose of the Avenue and the servicemen commemorated within it. 

 

Recommendation 16: Site Interpretation 

(a) An interpretation plan be developed the Soldiers Memorial Avenue ensuring 
compatibility with that of the Domain as a whole. This interpretation plan should 
incorporate specifications for individual tree plaques and both on and off site 
interpretation. 

(b) The Avenue should in future be referred to by its original name, the Soldiers Memorial 
Avenue, and that the Cross Roads Oval be renamed as the Soldiers Memorial Oval (or 
Soldiers Oval). 

(c) The plinths should be removed as part of the process, such removal to take place as the 
new interpretation works are completed. 

                                                      
22 Heritage Report p 
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4.6. INFRASTRUCTURE WORK WITHIN THE AVENUE 

Developments or maintenance work that is to take place within or adjacent to the Memorial 
Avenue should be compatible with the Avenue and mindful of its significance.  In relation to 
existing services, a report should be sought from a qualified Arboriculturalist on the potential 
impact on the memorial trees before any maintenance work is undertaken.  Consideration should 
also be given to ameliorating any adverse visual impact and proposals referred to the Director, 
Parks and Customer Services Division. 

In relation to proposals for new services or works that may affect the Avenue, all proposal 
should be referred to the Director, Parks and Customer Services Division and Council 
Committees, as nominated by the Director, for a determination taking into account the potential 
impact in the trees and the visual integrity of the Avenue. Such works may also require planning 
approval. 

 

Recommendation 17: Infrastructure works 

All infrastructure work within or adjacent to the Avenue footprint should only be 
undertaken after approval is given by the Director, Parks and Customer Services Division 
(in consultation with appropriate Council committees) in the case of maintenance, repairs 
to existing services or new services.  In all instances, account should be taken of the 
potential impact on the trees and impact on the visual integrity of the Avenue with 
proposals explicitly addressing these issues 

A broad range of Council employees and other personnel have been and will continue to be 
engaged on work within the Soldiers Memorial Avenue with most being unaware of the 
existence or significance of the Avenue. A training program should be undertaken by all relevant 
Council personnel orienting them to the Avenue, including its commemoration of Council 
employees and relatives of Aldermen who lost their lives during the Great War. 

In relation to workers from other agencies, the Council should make it a requirement for any 
work program within the Avenue footprint that those involved should be oriented to the extent 
and significance of the Avenue. 

 

Recommendation 18: Training for Personnel 

All personnel involved in work within the Avenue footprint should undertake an 
orientation program on the extent and significance of the Avenue. 

 

4.7. PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

The overall project to restore the Avenue will be extensive and protracted and will draw upon a 
variety of expertise and interests.  It is advisable that a management group be established to 
oversee the process of restoration.  The current Soldiers Walk Working Group serves as a useful 
model as it includes the necessary expertise plus representation from the key community and 
descendants group, Friends of Soldiers Walk.  

 

Recommendation 19: Project Management 

A working group should be established to oversee the restoration and the implementation 
of this plan.  This group should consist of Council representatives including an 
arboriculturalist, a cultural heritage expert, a person with park and bushland management 
responsibilities and representatives from Friends of Soldiers Walk Inc. 
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Section 5: RESOURCING 

A restoration and revival of the Avenue will require a commitment of resources both initially and 
over a long period. The restoration is also most appropriately undertaken as a broad partnership 
between the Hobart City Council as the primary custodian of the land, descendants, community 
groups such as Friends of Soldiers Walk and other levels of government both State and 
Commonwealth. 

Resources will be required for capital works such as site interpretation and plaquing of trees as 
well as replacement trees. Landscape and interpretation plans will be required and  

5.1. HOBART CITY COUNCIL 

As the primary custodian of the Domain and a prime instigator in its creation, the Hobart City 
Council would naturally play a significant role especially in relation to the propagation and 
replacement of trees, a slashing regime and irrigation. The amount of work to be undertaken will 
require additional resources to be committed from within Council’s operational budget over a 
long period in addition to special allocations for capital works. 

5.2. FRIENDS OF SOLDIERS WALK 

The Friends of Soldiers Walk will play an important role in harnessing the interest and 
commitment of descendants of servicemen commemorated.  This group will be crucial in 
contacting and maintaining communication with descendant families. The level of contact 
already achieved is significant with over 90 families represented within the membership and 
many willing to contribute towards the placement of name plates at ‘their’ memorial tree. 

5.3. COMMONWEALTH AGENCIES 

The responsibilities of a number of Commonwealth agencies are relevant to the Soldiers 
Memorial Avenue including the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of the 
Environment. The Defence Department has a natural affinity with the Avenue as a memorial for 
service personnel and could attract support from members of the permanent forces, reserves and 
cadets as well as volunteers.  

Possible programs for which grant or project applications could be made include: 

• The Local Commemorative Activities and Regional War Memorial Funds 
administered through the Department of Veterans Affairs 

• The Cultural Heritage Fund and Distinctively Australian program administered by 
the Department of the Environment 

• The Green Corps program 

• Work for the Dole 

• The Regional Tourism program 

• Australian Trust for Conservation Volunteers 

All of these avenues should be explored for their potential to provide specialised and targeted 
assistance to various aspects of the restoration whether financial, in-kind or as labour. 

5.4. STATE GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

A number of State government agencies have a natural interest in the redevelopment of the 
Memorial Avenue as a culturally significant site and additional element in the tourism 
infrastructure of the southern region.  The Avenue restoration would be of interest to the 
Department of Tourism, Heritage and the Arts and the Tasmanian Heritage Council State.  Some 
aspects of the project has the potential to qualify for State Bicentenary Grants or grants from the 
Tasmanian Community Fund. 
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In addition, the project holds real value for the Department of Education because of the potential 
of a restored Avenue and more comprehensively interpreted Domain as an educational resource 
for upper primary and secondary students in particular across the curriculum.  Further 
opportunities would exist for TAFE horticulture students and school groups to tae an active role 
in the restoration process. The Department of Justice may also be interested in the project as a 
potential work for correctional services and community work order groups. 

5.5. COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 

Families, community groups, the Returned Services League organisations, workplace 
associations such as unions and industry groups, individual businesses, schools and residents 
could all be approached for donations and sponsorship of particular aspects of the work.  Given 
the level detail known in relation to individual servicemen commemorated, a sponsorship 
program is quite feasible. 

The staging of community events would be useful as fund and awareness rasing exercises.  
These could include descendants’ days, planting days, and commemoration of planting as well as 
special events on ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day. 

 

 

 



Soldiers Memorial Avenue Draft Management Plan 

Page 36 of 70 

Section 6: ACTION PLAN 

The size and nature of the Avenue require a coherent action plan over a period of years. The overall aim should be for a fully restored and interpreted 
Avenue to exist by 2014, the centenary of the outbreak of the Great War. This would also ensure that the centenary of the Avenue would see a healthy and 
imposing Avenue as a setting for the commemoration of all those men whose deaths were honoured in the creation of the Avenue. 

Objective Recommendation Components Date Comments 

3.2.1 Replanting 
the Avenue 

Recommendation 7: Replacement Species 

Replacement trees should be of a species 
sympathetic in terms of form and character, 
preferably Cedar of Lebanon, which should be 
the basis of initial trials. 

 

Conduct further research and 
propagation trials on potential 
replacement species, focussing 
on Cedar of Lebanon 

Final selection of replacement 
species 

 

June 2004-
June 2006 

 

 

June 2006 

 

See Section 4.3.1 

 

3.2.1 Replanting 
the Avenue 

Recommendation 8: Replacement Order 

Within the main body of the Memorial Avenue, 
replacement trees should be planted in existing 
or original sites section by section. 

 

Develop re-planting plan  

 

Dec 2005 

 

See Section 4.3.2 

 

3.2.1 Replanting 
the Avenue 

Recommendation 9: Options for Lost Sites 

Options for replacing trees from ‘lost’ sites be 
researched and a finalised landscape plan for 
replacement sites drawn up by the end of June 
2005. This plan should take into account 
current usage of the intended sites and integrity 
of a restored Avenue. 

 

Develop landscape plan for 
replacement of lost sites and 
associated works. 

 

June 2005 

 

See Section 4.3.3 
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Objective Recommendation Components Date Comments 

3.2.1 Replanting 
the Avenue 

 

Recommendation 10: Management of New 
Trees 

New trees should be watered and mulched after 
planting, balancing the need to ensure the 
health of the trees and minimal disturbance to 
the surroundings during the establishment 
period. 

 

Develop guidelines for planting 
and care of new trees  

 

June 2006 

 

 

 

See Section 4.3. 

3.2.1 Replanting 
the Avenue 

 

Recommendation 11: Planting Program 

Replacement trees should be planted on an 
annual cycle in time for commemoration 
ceremonies on the anniversary of the Avenue 
with relatives invited. 

Develop arrangements for 
planting days covering 
arrangements on the day and 
contact with descendants inter 
alia. 

June 2006 

 

See Section 4.3.5 

3.2.2 
Identification of 
Soldiers 

Recommendation13:  Historical Research 

Historical research continue with the goal of 
producing a definitive history of the Avenue 
and a final list of names of servicemen 
commemorated. 

 

 

Finalise list of names of 
soldiers commemorated and 
tree positions. 

 

Complete history of the Avenue 

 

Dec 2004 

 

 

Dec 2005 

 

See Section 4.5.1 

 

 

This work will 
be undertaken by 
FOSW but may 
require access to 
some Council 
records. 
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Objective Recommendation Components Date Comments 

3.2.3 Restore the 
link between 
serviceman and 
tree 

Recommendation 14: Surviving Name Plates 

The plinths at the junction of the Memorial 
Avenue and Davies Avenue should be opened 
and remaining plaques removed for restoration 
and later use in interpretive displays. The full 
collection of nameplates should be consolidated 
for interim display. 

 

 

Temporary labels that are more 
obvious and durable for all 
surviving trees. 

Open plinths and remove any 
surviving name plates. 

Arrange interim public display 
of surviving plaques. 

 

June 2004 

 

July 2004 

 

Sept 2004 

 

See Section 4.5.2 

 

To be set by 
Council 

 

 

3.2.3 Restore the 
link between 
serviceman and 
tree 

Recommendation 15: New Name Plates: 
Design and Placement 

There should be a plaque or nameplate near 
each tree on the Avenue identifying the 
serviceman for whom it was planted; the level 
of detail to be negotiated with descendants, 
noting that such identification should be 
unobtrusive and meaningful.  

 

Name plate specifications  

 

Develop design template for 
new nameplates 

 

Develop timetable and 
priorities for installation of new 
name plates 

Dec 2004 

 

 

Dec 2004 

 

Dec 2004 

See Section 4.5.3 

Placement of 
plaques from Jan 
2005 
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Objective Recommendation Components Date Comments 

3.2.4 Restoration 
of the Avenue as a 
physical entity 

Recommendation 4: Mulching and Associated 
Trials 

A mulching trial should be conducted on 
suitable trees in poor health to assess the value 
of mulching in stabilising their health and 
particular in coping with prolonged periods of 
dry weather.  In addition, the efficacy of soil 
sculpting and contouring in improving water 
availability around suitable trees should be 
assessed. 

 

Identify criteria for selection of 
trial trees noting need to trial 
with trees in different condition 
and locations. 

 

To be 
commence
d by Sept 
2004 

 

See Section 4.2.1 

 

3.2.4 Restoration 
of the Avenue as a 
physical entity 

Recommendation 5: Tree Surgery 

Trees surgery be undertaken to improve the 
appearance of the Avenue with an emphasis on 
trees likely to remain. 

 

Develop timetable for work on 
sectional basis 

Undertake tree surgery 

 

Dec 2004 

From July 
2004 

 

See Section 4.2.2 

 

3.2.4 Restoration 
of the Avenue as a 
physical entity 

Recommendation 6: Tree Removals: 
Consultation with Families 

All tree replacements, whether dead or in poor 
condition, should involve families whenever 
possible.  The project management group 
should develop guidelines and criteria for the 
replacement of trees 

Develop protocols for contact 
with families. Develop criteria 
for priority in tree replacement 

December 
2005 

 

See Section 4.2.3 

This can be 
undertaken in 
partnership with 
FOSW. 
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Objective Recommendation Components Date Comments` 

3.2.4 Restoration 
of the Avenue as a 
physical entity 

Recommendation 12: Fire Management 

(a) The next revision of the Queens Domain 
Fire Management Plan to incorporate Soldiers 
Memorial Avenue as a separate vegetation 
management unit where burning is excluded. 

(b) Slashing of Soldiers Memorial Avenue to 
extend seven metres beyond the outer row of 
Cedars to provide fire protection. 

 

Develop submission for 
inclusion in revised QD Fire 
Management Plan 

 

 

Include as part of slashing 
guidelines 

Oct 2004 

 

 

 

See Section 4.4 

Prime 
responsibility 
for this will rest 
with Bushland 
Manager 

3.2.5 Restoration 
of the name 

Recommendation 16 (a) 

The Avenue should in future be referred to by 
its original name, the Soldiers Memorial 
Avenue, and that the Cross Roads Oval be 
renamed as the Soldiers Memorial Oval (or 
Soldiers Oval). 

Clarify nomenclature with 
Nomenclature Board 

Conduct consultation in 
relation to Cross Roads Ovals 

Re-sign as appropriate 

June 2004 

 

June 2005 

December 
2005 

See Section 
4.5.4 
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Objective Recommendation Components Date Comments 

3.2.6 Harmony 
with natural 
values 

Recommendation 1: Slashing and Mowing 

Investigate the establishment of a slashing regime for 
Soldiers Memorial Avenue extending 7 metres either 
side of the outer row of trees. Slashed material is to be 
removed off-site. The slashing regime is to avoid the 
suppression zone under trees, cutting when soil is wet, 
and cutting in certain nominated areas in spring/early 
summer. 

 

Develop slashing timetable and 
guidelines 

Identify resources required 

 

 

September  
2004 

 

See Section 4.1.1 

First slashing run to 
be conducted by 
spring 2004 

 

3.2.6 Harmony 
with natural 
values 

Recommendation 2: Watering and Mulching 

Reticulated irrigation will not be introduced. 
Acceptable practices to aid the establishment of new 
exotic plantings are the use of tubes for deep watering 
and mulching using pine material. Mulching is not to 
occur in the vicinity of rare or threatened plant 
species. 

 

Develop full guidelines + 
operating procedures for 
irrigation and mulching of new 
and existing plants, where 
appropriate 

September 
2004 

As per 
planting 
and care 
guidelines, 
June 2006 

 

See Section 4.1.2 

 

3.2.6 Harmony 
with natural 
values 

Recommendation 3: Removal of Native Vegetation 

(a) Selected Eucalypt saplings are to be marked and 
avoided when slashing to maintain the canopy 
component of the grassy white gum woodland 
community. 

(b) The removal of understorey tree species is 
permitted where they compete with the cedars and 
have no role in creating threatened species habitat. 

(c) Approval of the Threatened Species Unit, DPIWE 
to be sought prior to the removal of the inter-planted 
blue gums. 

 

Mark and protect selected 
saplings for preservation 

 

Identify and remove selected 
under storey plants 

 

Submission to DPIWE in 
relation to blue gums 

Removal of blue gums 

September 
2004 

December 
2004 

 

June 2004 

June 2005 

See Section 4.1.3  

FOSW volunteers can 
undertake removal of 
small plants.  Larger 
trees/shrubs to be 
removed by HCC 
work crews. 

These should be 
removed progressively 
under a timetable set 
by the Council 
Arboriculturalist. 
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Objective Recommendation Components Date Comments 

3.2.7 A focus for 
commemoration 

Recommendation 16: Site Interpretation 

(a) An interpretation plan be developed the 
Soldiers Memorial Avenue ensuring compatibility 
with that of the Domain as a whole. This 
interpretation plan should incorporate 
specifications for individual tree plaques and both 
on and off site interpretation. 

(c) The plinths should be removed as part of the 
process, such removal to take place as the new 
interpretation works are completed. 

 

 

Site interpretation plan 
developed and put out for 
consultation 

 

 

Remove plinths and decide 
fate of existing name tablets 

 

 

 

Dec 2004 

 

 

 

Dec 2006 

See Section 4.5.4 

 

This should be 
developed with 
significant input 
from FOSW and 
descendants. To 
include re-
dedication, site 
works, name plates, 
commemorative 
activities, guidelines 
for activities within 
the Avenue. 

 

3.2.8 Linkage to 
other pedestrian 
routes 

 To be incorporated in the 
overall landscape and 
interpretation plans. 
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Objective Recommendation Components Date Comments 

3.2.9 
Compatibility of 
other works 

Recommendation 17: Infrastructure works 

All infrastructure work within or adjacent to the 
Avenue footprint should only be undertaken 
after approval is given by the Director, Parks 
and Customer Services Division (in 
consultation with appropriate Council 
committees) in the case of maintenance, repairs 
to existing services or new services.  In all 
instances, account should be taken of the 
potential impact on the trees and impact on the 
visual integrity of the Avenue with proposals 
explicitly addressing these issues. 

 

Ratification of 
process by Council 

 

 

 

 

 

With 
acceptance 
of plan 

 

 

 

See Section 4.6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.9 
Compatibility of 
other works 

Recommendation 18: Training for Personnel 

All personnel involved in work within the 
Avenue footprint should undertake an 
orientation program on the extent and 
significance of the Avenue. 

Devise and conduct 
orientation program 
for HCC workforce 
and others 

Program 
complete 
by end 
June 2004 

Delivery 
as needed 
by FOSW 

See Section 4.6 

 

3.2.10 Completion 
by 2014 

Recommendation 19: Project Management 

A working group should be established to 
oversee the restoration.  This group should 
consist of an arboriculturalist, a cultural 
heritage expert, a person with park and 
bushland management responsibilities and 
representatives from Friends of Soldiers Walk. 

 

Ratification of 
process by Council 

 

 

With 
acceptance 
of plan 

See Section 4.7 

The Working Group’s 
responsibilities to be 
established by Council. 
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Section 7: APPENDICES 

 

7.1. APPENDIX ONE: TREE SPECIES AND CONDITION  

Botanical Names and References: 

The full and proper botanical names of the tree species forming part of the Soldiers Memorial 
Avenue, including interplanted Blue Gums are as follows: 
1. Cedrus atlantica (Endl.) Carriere    Atlas Cedar;  
2. Cedrus deodara (Roxb.) D. Don,    Deodar Cedar  
3. Cedrus atlantica Glauca (f glauca Beissn., ‘Glauca’),  Blue Atlas Cedar; 
4. Cupressus sempervirens Group L,    Italian Cypress 
5. Eucalyptus globulus Labill. (Symphyomytus),   Tasmanian Blue Gum 

The references for these names and descriptions are: 

1 - 4 inclusive Roger Spencer Horticultural Flora of South-Eastern-Eastern Australia Volume 1: 
The Identification of Garden & Cultivated Plants, Ferns Conifers and Their Allies, University of 
New South Wales 

5. W Rodger Elliot and David L Jones, Encyclopaedia of Australian Plants Suitable for 
Cultivation Volume 4 Lothian Publishing Melbourne  

 

Botanical description for Cedar of Lebanon: 

The botanical description23 reads as follows:- 

“A wide spreading TREE when mature, growing 20-30m tall usually forking low into several 
main trunks. YOUNG SHOOTS mostly brown-hairy at first. BRANCHES generally spreading 
horizontally in distinctive picturesque flattened tiers of foliage. LEAVES 2-3.5 cm long. MALE 
CONES 4-5 cm long. FEMALE CONES barrel shaped mostly 9-12 cm long but occasionally 
smaller, 5-7cm wide. 

Grows naturally in montane Eastern Mediterranean. The rarely grown Cedrus libani A. Rich. 
Subsp. Brevilolia (Hook. f.) Meidle is very similar but differs in having very short leaves less 
than 1.5 cm long, downy branchlets and cones tapered to the base and narrowed at the tip to a 
nipple-like point. It is occasionally offered in the trade and grows naturally on stony Cyprus 
mountains at alt. C. 1000-1500m.” 

Illustrations: 

 

                                                      
23 Roger Spencer Horticultural Flora of South-Eastern-Eastern Australia Volume 1, The Identification of Garden & Cultivated 
Plants, Ferns Conifers and Their Allies Lothian Publishing, Melbourne 
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Figure 6: Cedrus deodara: the most prevalent of the Cedars on the Avenue and typically 
drooping branch tips. 

 
Figure 7: Cedrus atlantica ‘Glauca’: 91 Blue Atlas Cedars feature on the Avenue. They have 
distinctive blue grey foliage. 
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Figure 8: Cedrus atlantica; 78 Atlas Cedars feature in the Avenue with ‘greener’ foliage 
than the Glauca and a conical habit. 

 
Figure 9: Cupressus sempervirens: This species was used to replace missing trees in the 
1960s and this is a standard example. In the northern section of the Avenue some of these 
have died or suffered from drought and/or fire. 
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Figure 10: Eucalyptus globulus. These were planted in the early 1980s between memorial 
trees on either side of the pathway. Their state of health varies considerably and few actually 
flower. This is small for a 20-year-old tree of the species. 

 

States of Health 

The health survey of the Memorial trees uses a simple classification system assessing trees as 
‘god condition’, ‘average condition’, ‘poor condition’ and ‘needs replacing. The assessment 
considers the health and vigour of each tree as well as its structure and shape.  The 
Arboricultural Officer will repeat this condition assessment every five years. The following 
illustrations are intended to provide visual examples of each of these classifications. The 
example for ‘good condition’ is Cedrus atlantica ‘Glauca’ with the remainder being Cedrus 
deodara. 
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Figure 11: ‘Good condition’. These trees immediately behind the TCA ground are the best in 
the Avenue. They have been nourished by fertilised run-of from the bowling club and 
practice wickets for many decades. These trees are over 10 metres in height and are very 
broad or ‘fat’. 

 
Figure 12: ‘Average condition’. This tree is in the southern section of the Avenue behind the 
Domain flats. About 6 metres high, the lower foliage extends about 3 metres from the trunk. 
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Figure 13 ‘Poor condition’. About 4 metres high with an intermittent spread of foliage, this 
tree has no real ‘suppression’ zone. 

 
Figure 14: ‘Needs Replacing’. One of the better trees that needs replacing, most of this class 
are dead. Most of the foliage has died, there is no new growth after the wettest spring on 
record in 2003. The tree is beyond remediation.
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7.2. APPENDIX TWO: NATURAL VALUES PAPER 
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REPORT TO THE HOBART CITY COUNCIL ON MANAGEMENT ACTIONS THAT 
WILL MAINTAIN NATURAL AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SOLDIERS 
WALK 

 

UNITAS PTY LTD 

 

J.B. Kirkpatrick 

Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Tasmania, Private Bag 78, GPO, Hobart, 
Tasmania 7001  

email: J.Kirkpatrick@utas.edu.au 

20/2/2003 

 

1. SUMMARY 
 

Significant species occur under or adjacent to 31 trees in Soldiers Walk. 

One, Lepidium hyssopifolium, is listed under Commonwealth legislation, requiring notification 
of any new action potentially affecting it.  

The trees under which significant species occur are mostly healthy, or almost healthy, cedars, 
which produce wide suppression zones. 

Slashing, mulching, irrigation or fertilization in the suppression zone of these trees will endanger 
the significant species. 

As the trees with significant species are relatively healthy despite severe drought, none of the 
above management regimes is necessary. 

However, deep watering through tubes, and mulching, using pine bark, would be appropriate, 
and minimize damage, during the establishment phase of new trees. 

Replacement trees for the unhealthy and dying cedars and blue gums should be chosen for their 
drought resistance as well as character. 

Slashing/mowing of areas around, but not under, the trees is desirable to protect the exotic trees 
from fire, but also for native biodiversity maintenance. 

The slash should be removed to maximize fire protection and biodiversity values. 

Mowing/slashing should be avoided: any time that the soil is wet; in spring and early summer in 
areas with shallow rocky soils. 

Self-established eucalypts native to the Domain that do not compete with the cedars should be 
retained, especially the large ones, as no more will establish with mowing and they are a visually 
pleasing part of cultural, as well as natural, heritage. 

The planted Tasmanian blue gums could be removed, unless advice from DPIWE indicates that 
individuals are important for swift parrots. 

The above recommendations will inexpensively enhance both the cultural and natural values of 
the Soldiers Walk. 
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2. THE BRIEF 
This report was required to ‘provide advice ... assessing and recommending management actions 
that will meet the objectives of maintaining both the cultural significance and natural values of 
the Soldiers Walk within the Queens Domain.’ This included a consideration of slashing, 
irrigation, mulching and fertilizing in the context of management of grassy white gum woodland 
and rare or threatened species. 

3. THE DISTRIBUTION OF RARE OR THREATENED VASCULAR PLANT SPECIES 

IN THE SOLDIERS WALK 

Methods 
On 20/2/2003 the area around every tree planted on the Soldiers Walk was searched for rare or 
threatened vascular plants or the signs thereof. Species listed under the Threatened Species 
Protection Act (1995) Tasmania were noted, as was evidence of species, such as Podolepis 
jaceoides, that are rare in Hobart. It must be noted that the time of the year and the dryness 
experienced in the previous four months made it impossible to identify most grass and geophyte 
species. Each tree with a significant species was marked with a number on the attached map, and 
a Garmin Geographical Positioning System used to gain geocoordinates. It was noted whether 
the tree was a eucalypt, acacia, cypress (Cupressus) or cedar (Cedrus). Trees with intact crowns 
were noted as healthy, those with protruding dead branchlets as moderately unhealthy and those 
with many dead branches in the top of the crown as unhealthy. Notes were also made on the 
situation of the significant species in relation to the tree. 

Results 
Significant species were recorded during this study under, or close to, thirty of the Soldiers Walk 
trees (Appendix). Listed species noted were Lepidium hyssopifolium (6 trees), L. 
pseudotasmanicum (18 trees), Scleranthus fasciculatus (2 trees), Vittadinia gracilis (2 trees) and 
V. muelleri (3 trees). Podolepis jaceoides, a species rare in Hobart, was noted under one tree. In 
addition, Diuris sulphurea, a species rare in Hobart, has been noted by the author at the location 
marked 11 on the attached map.  

Most significant species were found under healthy cedars (Appendix), or adjacent to planted 
trees on shallow, rocky soil.  

Implications for management 
L. hyssopifolium is listed under the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
(1999) (Commonwealth). Any new action that might affect this species cannot be taken without 
reference to the Commonwealth. Its ecology is well-known (Kirkpatrick and Gilfedder 1998). It 
requires ground free of above ground competition and stock grazing, usually provided by 
introduced trees in parks, gardens and road sides in the world of today. All of the rare species 
noted under the Soldiers Walk trees are confined to places on the Domain where the growth of 
the tussock grasses is inhibited by root competition from trees, frequent mowing or shallow soils 
(Kirkpatrick 1995). 

The spreading healthy, and moderately unhealthy, cedars in Soldiers Walk provide excellent 
habitat for these rare species because they create a wide zone of suppression. Unhealthy and 
dead trees do not, because they lose this zone of suppression. Eucalypts and cypresses in the 
plantings were rare habitats for rare species, although large unplanted native eucalypts do 
provide habitat for some. 
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The management actions proposed for Soldiers Walk are all likely to deleteriously affect the 
populations of rare species. Frequent slashing, if it extends into the zone of suppression under 
the trees, might result in localized extinction, if carried out when species are producing seed. The 
addition of water promotes the growth of competitive species in the zone of suppression. 
Mulching would suppress the rare species. Fertilization usually favours exotics over natives, and 
may further stress droughted trees. Also, given that the rare species occur mostly under trees that 
have remained healthy after several years of severe drought, there is no reason to undertake any 
of these expensive actions. Where the trees are highly unhealthy or dead, as in much of Soldiers 
Walk, the selection of species for replanting is critical. Species with similar visual attributes to 
the exotics planted in Soldiers Walk vary enormously in their drought resistance. For example, 
the Oyster Bay pine (Callitris rhomboidea) will form a spreading tree with dense foliage in drier 
areas than the Domain. If natives are not regarded as culturally appropriate as memorials for the 
sacrifice of young lives for the British Empire, the genus Juniperus offers some considerable 
potential, being satisfactorily exotic. It even has European species, some of which may grow at 
Gallipoli, a place with a climate as summer dry as ours. The cypress currently forming part of the 
Soldiers Walk appears highly drought resistant. Other cypress species are likely to be equally 
drought resistant and better formed for creating large zones of suppression on maturity. The 
possibility of more drought-resistant cedar species is also worth investigation. Some deep 
watering through tubes and mulching during dry periods in their initial years, and protection 
from fire, will be all that will be required for the establishment of such species. Mowing/slashing 
around, but not under, the trees will protect them from fire, while maintaining rare species 
populations. 

4. MANAGEMENT OF GRASSY WHITE GUM WOODLAND 

Slashing/mowing 
Recent unpublished analyses of temporal and spatial data from the Domain (Kirkpatrick, Bridle 
and Mollon, pers. comm.) and Pontville (Verrier and Kirkpatrick, pers. comm.) indicate that 
frequent mowing, with the removal of slash, is likely to be an excellent management regime for 
the maintenance or improvement of native plant biodiversity in white gum woodlands where 
there are few or no grazing vertebrates. It prevents the invasion of small trees that can smother 
the species rich grassland understorey, and prevents the dominant tussock grasses annexing all 
space used by smaller herbs and grasses. At the Pontville Small Arms Range Complex grassland 
is mown as required to prevent fire hazard, several times a year, at a mowing height of 7 cm, and 
slash is removed. This grassland has a greater cover of threatened herbs than adjacent 
occasionally grazed grassland. Mowing, as it has been conducted in the past on the Domain, 
favours some exotic species, because the slash is not removed. If the Soldiers Walk were to be 
mown again, and slash removed, this would be beneficial to both biodiversity and cultural 
heritage. However, care would need to be taken to 1) avoid: the suppression zone under trees; 2) 
avoid cutting when the soil is wet; 3) avoid cutting in spring/early summer in the rocky areas 
marked 28 and 11 on the attached map, as at these times, in these places, locally rare daisies and 
orchids flower and set seed.  

Irrigation, mulching and fertilization 
The addition of water and nutrients to grassy woodland results in a marked deterioration in 
native cover and native species richness and an increase in exotic cover and richness (Gilfedder 
and Kirkpatrick 1998; Kirkpatrick and Gilfedder 1999). This type of deterioration can be seen 
along parts of the Soldiers Walk where there has been leakage from pipes. Thus use of water 
from Selfs Point, which is high in salts likely to be retained in clay soils in a low rainfall area, 
may put natives and cedar seedlings at risk. 

The use of tubes for deep watering, and pine mulch, would minimize impacts on the surrounding 
vegetation, during the establishment phase of new exotic trees. 
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Felling of native trees in the Soldiers Walk 
There are many naturally established native trees in the zone of the soldiers walk. At least two 
are important for conservation of rare plant species. All are important as part of the sparse 
overstorey of the white gum grassy woodland. Mowing would prevent further establishment, 
leaving the culturally significant pleasing existing contrast between the lines of dense exotic 
gymnosperms and the scattered pastel native trees. Nevertheless, the removal of understorey 
trees, such as Acacia mearnsii and Bursaria spinosa, where they compete with the cedars and 
have no role in creating threatened species habitat, would be appropriate, given the importance 
of healthy cedars for threatened species. 

Most of the blue gums planted along the walk are unhealthy or dying, being outside their natural 
range on the Domain.. Their removal would have no nature conservation consequences. The 
removal of the few healthy planted Eucalyptus globulus trees might have implications for the 
nationally threatened swift parrot. DPIWE should be consulted on this matter. 

5. CONCLUSION 
If managed appropriately, both biodiversity and cultural heritage conservation can be enhanced 
along the Soldiers Walk, without the provision of any expensive infrastructure.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This document represents a summary of heritage conservation objectives for the Soldiers Walk, 
Queens Domain, Hobart. The summary is intended as a guide for decision makers (including 
land managers and planners). It is not intended to take the place of, or obviate the need for 
reference to detailed, prescriptive information contained in source documents. 

 

1.0.1 SOURCE DOCUMENTS 

The following documents have been used in the preparation of this summary: 

Austral Archaeology & I. Terry, 1999. Historical Overview of the Queens Domain, Hobart 
– Queens Domain Cultural Heritage Management Plan (Part One). Hobart City Council 
Publication. 
Austral Archaeology & I. Terry, 1999. Queens Domain Cultural Heritage Management 
Plan – Interpretation Opportunities. Unpublished document prepared for the Hobart City 
Council. Copy included as Appendix 2 of this document. 
Austral Archaeology & G. Sheridan, 1999. Historical Landscape of the Queens Domain, 
Hobart – Queens Domain Cultural Heritage Management Plan (Part Two). Hobart City 
Council Publication. 
Austral Archaeology, 1999 (submitted in 2001). Queens Domain Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan – Draft Policy & Management Guidelines. Unpublished document 
prepared for the Hobart City Council. 
Friends of Soldiers Walk Inc – Newsletter Issues 1 – 3 (incl.) of June, August & October 
2002. 
Minutes of Soldiers Walk Working Group meetings held on 20 May, 29 August & 30 
October 2002.  

Note: Other documents, such as planning instruments may contain important [statutory] 
information not summarised here. 
 
1.0.2 SNAPSHOT HISTORY 

Soldiers Walk, originally known as Soldiers Memorial Avenue, was conceived to commemorate 
Tasmanians who fell in the First World War. 

The first plantings were on 3 August 1918. 

A plan assumed to have been compiled some time during the 1920s shows a total of around 530 
numbered trees. 

Note: Recent research by the Friends of Soldiers Walk (FOSW) has found that there are 
discrepancies both within, and between, newspaper reports of the day, the 1920s map, 
plinth lists of the honoured fallen and the situation ‘on the ground’. 
 

1.0.3 CURRENT SITUATION 
In 1997 an arboricultural appraisal revealed there were 350 trees comprising Soldiers Walk. This 
was made up of; 315 Atlas Cedars, 10 Blue Atlas Cedars, 2 Deodars and 23 Italian Cypress. At 
the time only a small number of trees were described as being in no better than average 
condition, with the remainder being either in poor health or in need of replacement. Eighty to 
one hundred Blue Gums have been interplanted throughout as fill-ins without reference to 
historical imperatives. 
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2.0 HERITAGE MANAGEMENT POLICIES & RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Soldiers Walk is an integral part of the Queens Domain cultural landscape. Consequently, 
any changes to form or extent have the capacity to impact upon a wider set of values. The 
following policies provide a framework which should be regarded as performance criteria for 
any future proposals for change. 

 

2.1 OVER-ARCHING POLICIES (FROM THE QDCHMP) 
2.1.1 [PROPOSED] SPECIAL USE ZONE STATEMENT 

The Domain precinct is the major open space related to central Hobart. It contains active 
and passive recreational facilities, cultural assets, historic landscape values and is one of 
the major defining elements at the edge of the city. The retention of existing open space, the 
recovery of alienated space and co-ordinated planning for the whole precinct are essential 
to conserve this amenity. While some further development is possible, as guided by site 
specific conservation policies, the precinct will generally be retained with its current uses. 
Development that adversely affects the high natural and cultural values of the precinct or 
that acts as a barrier to public access will not be approved. 

 

2.1. 2 KEY POLICIES 

 Management of the Domain should take a holistic view of the entire reserve (incorporating all 
tenures) and its context within Hobart. 

 The principle and guiding use of the Domain should be for public passive recreation24 around 
the private grounds of Government House. 

 Aboriginal sites and landscape values should be protected and conserved in consultation with 
the Tasmanian Aboriginal Land Council.25 

Comment: There are no known Aboriginal sites in the area traversed by Soldiers Walk. 
However, the site is located within a zone of high Aboriginal cultural heritage sensitivity. 
Consequently, advice should be sought on management requirements in response to any 
proposed activities involving ground disturbance in the area identified as sensitive (i.e., the area 
between the River Derwent foreshore and the 50 metre contour – see Appendix 1). Statutory 
obligations apply in the event that Aboriginal cultural material is revealed during any works. 

 The Domain landscape should be managed as a ‘Victorian park’.26 

Comment: The open 'park like' landscape which corresponds to the 19th century ‘Victorian’ 
ideal, where changing vistas through trees to distant prospects was an essential element, should 
be maintained. 

Soldiers Walk is a sympathetic element in the ‘Victorian park’ and is also related to other exotic 
arboreta within the Domain. Consequently, the horticultural and arboricultural requirements of 
exotic species associated with the ‘Victorian park’ landscape should be considered in 
conjunction with that of native species. 

                                                      
24 That is, outside of currently utilised, developed spaces. 
25 Refer to QDCHMP - Aboriginal Heritage Assessment Report. 
26 Refer to QDCHMP - Historical Landscape Assessment Report. 
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 There should be no further alienation of the Domain. 

 There should be no further development outside currently utilised developed spaces. 

Comment: The extent of Soldiers Walk has been truncated by past development including 
construction of the Tasman Highway (separating the Cenotaph from the rest of the Domain), the 
Aquatic Centre and the Cross Roads Oval/s. This has resulted in loss of trees and dedicated 
spaces. 

 Pedestrian access should be encouraged/reinforced. There should be no new road 
development on the Domain. 

Comment: Soldiers Walk is an important pedestrian corridor within the Domain. Maintenance of 
this attribute is to be actively encouraged. 

 The cultural heritage significance of the Domain should be interpreted.27 

Comment: Provision should be made to interpret the history and significance of Soldiers Walk. 
An opportunity exists to link the Walk with a self guided pedestrian tour of the Domain. 

2.2 DISCUSSION OF SIGNIFICANCE & HERITAGE MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES 
2.2.1 SIGNIFICANCE 

Avenues of Honour are symbolic landscapes that reflect a certain egalitarianism (a dearly held 
trait of the Australian psyche) owing to the possibility for individual commemoration of a tree 
for a life regardless of station. The implementation of Soldiers Walk is indicative, at least in its 
genesis, of a populist or shared history albeit born of the tragedy of war. Whilst there has been a 
period of benign neglect, the renewed interest in this place and its symbolic associations 
(indicated by the formation of FOSW) are compelling evidence of the resurgence of community 
support and respect for the sacrifice made by Australians in war time. On this basis Soldiers 
Walk should be considered as culturally significant. For example, if it were nominated it would 
most likely satisfy criteria a, d, f and g for inclusion in the Tasmanian Heritage Register. 

 

2.2.2 FIRST PRINCIPLES 

1. Trees differ from other inanimate cultural features in that they eventually grow old and die. In 
the intervening period their life cycle is determined by environmental factors. One of the 
fundamental principles associated with the management of Soldiers Walk is the need for a 
strategy to perpetuate, in particular, its ongoing function as a memorial. 

2. To faithfully represent the philosophical intention of the concept, it is imperative that the 
number and identity of all those people commemorated be established so that they can be 
accommodated with a space and a corresponding number of trees in two rows astride a path (i.e., 
four rows of trees in total). 

3. The variety of species comprising Soldiers walk (excluding the Blue Gums) provides an 
opportunity to introduce new species. 

4. The addition of new species should not degrade the intended formal character of the walk. 
That is, new plantings should be as contiguous as possible and reinforce a unity of form, shape, 
texture and colour over the whole walk. 

5. The start and end point of Soldiers Walk need to be established and reinforced. 

6. Soldiers Walk should revert to its original title of Soldiers Memorial Avenue. 

                                                      

27 Refer to QDCHMP - Interpretation Opportunities Report. 
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7. Any changes to the Queens Domain landscape are likely to excite public interest. Any future 
plans for Soldiers Walk should include a credible process of public participation, informed 
comment (i.e. the public should be given enough information first so that responses and ideas are 
developed within an appropriate context) and review. 

 

2.2.3 ACTIONS LIST 

1. Undertake/continue research to; 

 determine the number and identity of all those people eligible for commemoration in 
Soldiers Walk; 

 exhaust all avenues of information, and; 

 review (and validate) conclusions drawn from research prior to preparing and 
implementing any interpretation of the concept. 

2. Carry out arboricultural research to determine appropriate replacement species. This should 
include reference to the following criteria; 

 no risk to act as a weed; 

 the ability to tolerate and thrive in Domain conditions with minimal ongoing support 
(i.e., without irrigation but acknowledging that water will need to be supplied during 
establishment); 

 symbolism; 

 longevity, and; 

 (preferably) a coniferous form including distinctive colour, shape and texture. 

3. Carry out an arboricultural survey of the existing trees to determine which should be retained 
and which should be removed and replanted with replacement species. Incorporate the Burra 
Charter philosophy of replacing ‘as many as necessary and as few as possible’ in the parameters 
of the assessment to retain all viable living trees and to ensure the future of the avenue as a 
formal contemplative space with a clear unity. 

Note: In respect of the trees, the definition of ‘viability’ is necessarily an arboricultural 
determination. 

4. Remove the interplanted Blue Gums but retain the Italian Cypress trees which were planted as 
replacements in the same relative positions as the original trees. 

5. In any strategy to re-establish Soldiers Walk consider the issue of ‘synchronicity’ (i.e., how 
the juxtaposition of existing and replacement choices will ‘mesh’ together as an Avenue). 

6. Plan to retain the ‘double row either side of a path’ form of Soldiers Walk. This will probably 
be necessary in order to accommodate the numbers eligible for commemoration. In certain 
places closer plantings or a third row may be appropriate depending on numbers – one estimate 
suggests between 70 and 80 additional spaces will need to be found. 

7. Establish a defined starting point for the Soldiers Walk. A logical point for the start would 
seem to be Aberdeen Street corner with re-establishment of species amongst others that have 
survived on either side of the path to the Aquatic Centre incorporating the Boer War Memorial. 

8. Establish a defined end point for the Soldiers Walk that refers to the main body of the Walk 
(from which it has been truncated). Several options present themselves, subject to a study to 
determine feasibility. The options in order of preference appear to be; 

i Re-establish the link with the remnant trees (currently isolated) at the Crossroads by 
planting two rows either side of a path between the Crossroads oval/s, or; 
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ii Plant two rows either side of a path around the edge of the Crossroads oval/s, or; 

iii Develop a route that re-establishes the historical link with the trees at the Crossroads and 
diverges to the road opposite Grassland Gully. 

 

Interpretation of the site specific attributes of Soldiers Memorial Avenue should be integrated 
into a wider pedestrian trail that utilises the Soldiers Walk corridor to interpret other places of 
interest along the spine of the hill. Concepts for this are outlined in a report on Interpretation 
Opportunities prepared as part of the QDCHMP (see copy included as Appendix 2). The 
following principles should be used as a guide to preparation of site specific interpretation: 

a) Interpretation for Soldiers Walk should be designed to be compatible with any wider 
concepts for interpretation of the Domain. Whilst certain aspects of site specific 
interpretation (i.e., unobtrusive, tree site plinths) may be able to be installed without wider 
reference, it is strongly recommended that an interpretation strategy for the whole of the 
Domain be prepared to avoid the risk of ending up with a hotch-potch of interpretative 
media that devalue rather than enhance the visitor experience. 

b) Tree site interpretation should be unobtrusive and meaningful. Further, more detailed 
interpretation should be off site (e.g., at a site like Domain House, via a leaflet, or at 
strategic points along the Walk). If the latter is favoured, interpretation should not take the 
form of signs on boards or posts but should be designed using sculptural/artistic expertise. 

c) Interpretation should be drawn from a validated history (see Action 1, above). 
Determination of accurate numbers and installation of interpretation at tree sites will make 
the ‘box’ plinths redundant. These could then be removed. 

 

Authorised/Checked by Signature Date 

 

D J Parham 
 

 

June 2003 
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Appendix 1: Aboriginal Sites & Sensitivity Zoning 
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Appendix 2: Extract from QDCHMP Interpretation Opportunities Report 

 

Interpretation 
This study has identified high cultural significance for the Queens Domain as a whole and for a 
number of individual sites within the reserve. As the Domain is a highly popular public 
recreation area with apparently low public awareness of its specific heritage values it is 
important that those values be interpreted. Increased awareness arising from interpretation will 
assist in public appreciation of the reserve, in added economic value derived from it due to 
higher visitation and to improved protection of its heritage values. 

Themes 
The following themes have been identified as the major themes to be interpreted in the Domain 
along with the most appropriate locations to interpret them. It is emphasised that interpretation of 
Aboriginal values and history within the reserve will require the consent and full participation of 
recognised representatives of the Tasmanian Aboriginal community. 

 

Main Themes Location 

Aboriginal occupation past and present Foreshore 

Government Domain Government House 

Domain and Democracy Hollow or Regatta Grounds 

Victorian Park Botanical gardens 

Civic Space Cenotaph/Walk 

  

Subthemes Location 

Recreation Beaumaris Zoo 

Regatta Grounds 

Industry Pavilion Point 

Slips 

Quarry 

Defence HMAS Huon 

Powder Magazine 

Innovation Wireless station 

Engineering Rivulet outlet 
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It should be emphasised that while the Domain is an ideal location to interpret past and present 
Aboriginal occupation of Hobart, such interpretation requires the consent and full participation 
of recognised representatives of the Tasmanian Aboriginal community. 

Modes of Interpretation 
Several modes of interpretation present themselves in the Queens Domain. These include 
centralised visitor centres and self guided walks. 

Centralised Visitor Centres 
Centralised visitor centres require considerable long-term planning and expenditure in both 
initial capital outlay and subsequent operating costs. The dispersed nature of sites of cultural 
heritage significance within the reserve and the need to minimise impact to identified cultural 
and natural heritage values represent major constraints on any future development. Any future 
visitor centre development should not detract from any heritage values in the Domain.  

The advantage of visitor centres is that they enable the story of the Domain to be told in a 
centralised location which can be easily accessed by all visitors who can then be directed to other 
recreational and interpretive opportunities which exist in the reserve. From a cultural heritage 
perspective, three sites have potential for visitor centres.  

1. Beaumaris zoo: Most logical in that it is a large site and is located below Carriage Drive in 
a former quarry (and so does not dominate the landscape). It has the potential for 
creation of some parking on site and has seen several phases of development which 
relate to different periods of the Domain’s history. It can provide a microcosm of the 
Domain’s story. Its major weakness is that it lies in the middle of the proposed 
interpretive walk (see below). 

2. Powder magazine: The strength of the powder magazine is that it is an important historical 
feature which is currently under-utilised and unappreciated. Its disadvantages are that 
it is relatively isolated and that there is little opportunity to provide carparking and 
access without compromising other heritage values. An interpretive centre located 
here would need to be small and probably unstaffed. 

3. Domain House: Domain House has potential for a visitor centre as it is located at a 
‘gateway’ to the Domain and is an important historic site within it. Installation of a 
visitor centre within the complex would reinforce the cultural utilisation of the site 
and assist maintenance of its future security in heritage terms. There is also some 
parking nearby although it is insufficient to cater for large numbers of visitors. The 
weakness of using part of the complex as a visitor centre is that unless it is contained 
within one of the landmark buildings on the site it may be ‘difficult for visitors to 
located and access. The full extent of current usage of the complex was not 
investigated for this report. While it is the main campus for Adult Education in Hobart 
it is possible that some spaces within the complex may be under-utilised.  

This report recommends that if a visitor centre is to be constructed on the Domain option 1 
(Beaumaris Zoo) is the most appropriate from heritage and access points of view. A small static 
display in the powder magazine interpreting itself is seen as the most appropriate interpretive use 
for this site. 

Walks 
Apart from a visitor centre (as outlined above) the major interpretive opportunity for the Domain 
is to provide two interpreted walks. It is recommended that a brochure be produced to provide 
interpretation for the walk along the Soldiers Memorial Avenue, while signboards be placed 
along the Intercity Cycleway for the Domain Foreshore Walk. Both the recommended walks take 
approximately 30 minutes each way to walk. 
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Soldiers Memorial Walk 

The main walk should be along the existing Soldiers Memorial Avenue which is an important 
historical feature in its own right. An interpreted walk would both rescue the Soldiers Memorial 
Avenue as an historic site and lead visitors past a number of other important historic features, 
such as the TCA Ground, 1 Carriage Drive and the Powder Magazine. 

Currently the Avenue terminates on Carriage Drive opposite the Grasslands Walk which 
descends to the Botanical Gardens overflow carpark. At this point visitors could be presented 
with several options: 

1. Return to the start of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue. 

2. Continue around the former driver training road which had been marked out in 1862. 

3. Continue down the Grasslands Walk to the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens and then 
cross the Domain Highway and return to the Cenotaph on the second interpreted walk via the 
Intercity Cycleway.  

The Soldiers Memorial Avenue walk has several possible starting points. These include; 

• The Cenotaph which has ample parking. Secure and amenable pedestrian access across the 
Tasman Highway is required. 

• The proposed visitor centre at the Beaumaris Zoo site, although this requires an uphill 
walk to the path. 

• Tattersall’s Hobart Aquatic Centre which has ample parking and is located adjacent to the 
start of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue. 

Currently the most logical starting point for an interpreted walk is the Aquatic Centre, although a 
change of parking regulations to allow parking for longer than the current two hours would be 
needed. The brochure should reflect this starting point.  

Domain Foreshore Walk 

The Domain Foreshore Walk could commence at either Pavilion Point or the Regatta Grounds. 
For visitors starting at the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens, secure pedestrian access needs 
to be provided across the Domain Highway while secure access across the Tasman Highway at 
the Cenotaph would allow visitors to complete a round trip using both walks.  

Easy pedestrian access should be provided to the Powder Jetty, pending consultation with the 
Aboriginal community regarding potential impact to sites.  

The foreshore walk should be interpreted using signboards as it is already a highly impacted 
area. Signboards would also add value to the cycleway for cyclists using the facility. 

Signs and Brochures 
The Domain’s significance would be degraded if it numerous enamelised interpretation signs 
were to be erected on it. Printed brochures are recommended as a more appropriate interpretive 
tool for the Soldiers Memorial Avenue walk, while signboards are recommended for foreshore 
walk along the more highly impacted Intercity Cycleway.  

It is noted that brochures have their own weaknesses which should be addressed. These include:  

• Secure and accessible pick-up points — possible on-site locations include any future 
visitor centre, the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens, the Cenotaph carpark and the Tattersall’s 
Hobart Aquatic Centre. Off-site pick-up points include the Hobart Council Centre, the Hobart 
Visitor Information Centre and brochure exchange facilities at accommodation providers,. 
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• Potential litter problem of discarded brochures dropped on the Domain. Charging a 
nominal fee can help to minimise this problem. 

• Ongoing maintenance costs of keeping brochures in print. Charging a nominal fee can help 
to defray future reprinting costs. 

It is recommended that two brochures be produced. Both brochures should include maps of the 
Domain. 

1. A general brochure on the Domain, in the format of the Parks and Wildlife Service 
Cultural Heritage Series brochures, 

2. A brochure outlining an interpreted walk describing points of interest passed en route. 
Currently the most logical starting point for an interpreted walk is the Aquatic Centre. The 
brochure should reflect this starting point in its text. 

Brochure for Soldiers Memorial Avenue Walk 

After an initial introduction the following points of interest, marked on a map of the walk, can be 
described. Suggested stopping points could be appropriately marked along the track, although it 
is important that these be low key and unobtrusive. The use of sculptural forms created by artists 
would both provide such markers and add to the significance of the Domain. 

 

 

Introduction The Queens Domain is a fine example of a nineteenth century Victorian Park with 
Australian touches. 

 Victorian Parks grew out of English eighteenth and nineteenth century landscape 
ideals which typified the country gentleman's estate. Parks and the gardens (also 
called the pleasure grounds) became common artifices with landscape designers such 
as J.C. Loudon and Joseph Paxton being influential. For those who could afford 
leisure time in an increasingly industrialised and regimented landscape, parks offered 
escape via circuitous carriage drives and promenades where sensitive citizens could 
gaze over a beautiful foreground to pleasing distant vistas across verdant fields, 
carefully designed "natural copses" and water features. They also provided sites for 
more structured recreation, civic commemoration and ritual. 

 The management and landscape design of the Domain was influenced by these ideas 
from at least the 1840s when the reserve’s potential as an urban lung for Hobart was 
recognised. Here poorer citizens could recreate under the watchful moral influence of 
their wealthier neighbours and be instructed by sublime Nature. The 1880s and 1890s 
saw the most intensive landscaping in the Domain with botanical gardens 
superintendent, Francis Abbott, overseeing the rehabilitation of quarries and the 
planting of pinetums of conifers and other exotic trees as well as of native trees under 
the influence of the Victorian park ideal. Within the Domain the botanical gardens 
and, later, the Beaumaris Zoo provided more manicured garden environments within 
the whole. The Soldiers Memorial Avenue with its winding design and unusual exotic 
trees fitted well to such park ideals. 

 With the crenellated towers of Government House, the simple Georgian architecture 
of the Powder Magazine, the triumphant display of British progress symbolised by the 
railway line and the growing splendour of the TCA ground which catered for that 
most Victorian of sports, cricket, the Queens Domain was complete as a romantic 
playground on the edge of the city. 

1. The Hollow.  The site of the Tattersall’s Hobart Aquatic Centre was a quarry in the mid-
nineteenth century. Rehabilitated and planted with conifers in the 1880s it became a 
popular meeting place for Hobartians. Political meetings held there included anti-
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conscription rallies during World War I. The pines are part of the Domain’s nationally 
significant collection of conifers. 

2. War Memorials. The Soldiers Memorial Avenue was constructed in 1918 and planted with 
over 330 Himalayan Cedars memorialising ‘Hobart’s brave sons fallen in the 
battlefields of Europe and Asia’ during World War I. The trees were planted by 
relatives of the fallen over several weekends. The Boer War Memorial was unveiled 
in 1905. Across the Tasman Highway, the Cenotaph is located on the site of a 
nineteenth century military parade ground and gun battery. The Queens Battery was 
demolished in 1925 to make way for the Cenotaph which was designed by local 
architectural firm, Hutchison and Walker after winning a design competition. The 
other memorial here is the drinking fountain raised to commemorate nineteenth 
century Premier and landowner, Charles Meredith. 

3. Royal Visits The first Royal Visit in Tasmania was that of the Duke of Edinburgh in 
1868. Perhaps the most spectacular visit was that of the Duke and Duchess of York 
and Cornwall in July 1901. Thousands of Hobartians lined the road from the city to 
Government House and watched the royal party pass through the apple arch, a 10x8 
metre arch covered in apple decorations which caused the Duchess to leave ‘off her 
attentiveness to the crowd for a moment and cast admiring glances at the Arch, and 
when past it turn round to satisfy the pleasing sensations which it had apparently 
aroused’. 

4. Houses. The two houses below are an important part of the Domain’s history. The larger two 
storey house was originally a single storey stone guardhouse attached to a temporary 
gunpowder magazine. The second storey was added in the 1890s. The adjacent small 
cottage was built in 1923 to accommodate Mr Reid, the curator of the newly relocated 
Beaumaris Zoo. 

5. Beaumaris Zoo The hollow to your right was the site of the Beaumaris Zoo which was 
relocated from Battery Point in 1923. It was constructed in a former 1820s sandstone 
quarry which provided stone for numerous Hobart buildings and housed a temporary 
powder magazine in converted convict barracks . The quarry was rehabilitated from 
the 1880s and a pleasure garden was created in accord with the Victorian park ideal. 
The zoo featured tea rooms and band concerts on Sundays. Its most famous ‘resident’ 
was the thylacine — the last known individual of which died there in 1936. The zoo 
closed in 1937 and during WWII was converted into a naval fuel depot.  

6. Government House. Below to your right are the crenellated towers of Government House. In 
1821 Governor Macquarie commended this site, with its ‘agreeable degree of 
retirement’, for the vice-regal residence. Despite attempts to construct it in 1826 and 
1842, the house was not built until 1855-58 when William Porden Kay’s Victorian 
Gothic style was adopted. Visitors were impressed—Anthony Trollope described it as 
the best vice-regal residence ‘belonging to any British colony’ and remarked that it 
‘lacked nothing necessary for a perfect English residence’. During World War II the 
Governor ordered that vegetables be grown in the adjacent paddock to assist the war 
effort, leading to its being called the ‘Patriotic Paddock’.  

7. TCA Ground The TCA Ground was the home of Tasmanian cricket from 1882 to 1987. 
Its spectacular location and Victorian grandstands and pavilions make it an 
outstanding example of a major Victorian sporting facility. Football and greyhound 
racing have also been held at the ground. Note also that the cedars here are the 
healthiest on the Soldiers Memorial Avenue. A searchlight battery was located on the 
ridge north of the ground in 1943 as part of Hobart’s anti-aircraft defence system. 

8. Powder Magazine. Opened in 1851 to replace the temporary magazine at the former convict 
barracks, H.M. Victoria Powder Magazine was a purpose built facility which stored 
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gunpowder for military and civil purposes. It had walls two metres thick and was 
constructed without using iron to prevent disastrous sparks. A wide swathe was 
cleared around it to ensure security and minimise wildfire threats while the cottage 
below was built to accommodate the magazine guard. The magazine remained in use 
until 1972. 

9. Carriage Drive. This road, called Carriage Drive, was constructed under Governor Eardley-
Wilmot’s orders in 1843-4 as a scenic carriage drive for ‘the lover of the picturesque’. 
Along with Lower Domain Road (running above the botanical gardens) it helped 
make the Domain ‘the lounge of the town’. They are among the oldest carriage drives 
in public parks in Australia. 

 This point marks the end of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue, although it formerly 
proceeded up the hill to the west before the lower Crossroads Oval was constructed in 
the 1960s. 

 From here you can continue to the north around the asphalt former driver training 
road, which was originally laid out in 1862 and affords spectacular views of the 
northern suburbs and Mt Wellington. The energetic could climb to the summit of 
Domain Hill and view the rather plain coastal wireless station which was erected in 
1912 to provide radio communication with the Douglas Mawson Antarctic expedition.  

 To return to the starting point either retrace your steps or cross the road and continue 
down the Grasslands Walk to the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens before crossing 
the Domain Highway and walking back to the Cenotaph via the Domain Foreshore 
Walk. 

 

Sample Text for Signboards for Domain Foreshore Walk 

Initial signboards (placed at both ends of the walk) should introduce the walk giving access 
points, time to walk the track and location of toilets, kiosks etc. Subsequent boards should be 
located adjacent to the sites being interpreted. A sample text for the signs is included below. 
Appropriate photographs should be used to illustrate the signboards. The foreshore walk is the 
ideal location to interpret past and present Aboriginal activity in the Domain. Sample text has not 
been provided here, however, as interpretaion of Aboriginal themes requires full consultation 
with the Tasmanian Aboriginal community. 

1. RTBG. Formerly John Hangan’s farm the gardens were started in 1818 under Governor Sorell 
although there was little development until Governor Arthur appointed the first 
superintendent in 1828. A popular recreational site since the late 1820s the gardens 
have also played an important role in botanical research and in providing trees and 
shrubs for many of the state’s finest parks and churchyards. In the mid to late 
nineteenth century the gardens were laid out as a pleasure garden according to the 
Victorian Parks ideal. Managed by the Royal Society of Tasmania from 1844 the 
gardens have been administered by a board of trustees in 1950. 

2. Railway Station. The railway line between Hobart and Launceston was constructed by private 
interests in 1872-5 and reflected the confidence Victorians held in a technological 
future. A pedestrian promenade was provided along a seawall here in the late 
nineteenth century. The gardens railway station was located opposite its lower 
entrance gate and used until the suburban rail network was discontinued in 1974. The 
Intercity Cycleway linking Hobart and Glenorchy was constructed on one of the rail 
lines and opened in 1995. 

3. Pavilion Point. The timber wharf is all that remains of a major bulk paper storage facility built 
by Australian Newsprint Mills in 1949-50 and demolished after considerable public 
controversy in 1995. Paper was transported here by barge from the Boyer paper mill 
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and later trucked to the Hobart wharves for export. The storage shed was an integral 
element of the period of major industrial development which Tasmania experienced 
following World War II 

4. Tasman Bridge. In 1943 the so-called floating bridge was built across the River Derwent to 
link Hobart’s eastern and western shores. Designed by seminal Tasmanian engineer, 
Allan (later Sir Allan) Knight, it consisted of an arch of pontoons with an iron lift 
span near the western shore. An identical lift section can be seen spanning the 
Derwent at Bridgewater. The floating bridge frequently suffered substantial storm 
damage and was replaced by the current Tasman Bridge which opened in 1963. In 
1975 the Lake Illawarra struck a concrete pylon of the bridge, resulting in the deaths 
of twelve people and its closure for two years.  

5. Powder Jetty. Vessels tied up at the sandstone Powder Jetty to unload their cargo of 
gunpowder for the magazine. In the 1890s hulks were moored in the river off the jetty 
to store overflow gunpowder. 

6. Slipyard. The first ships were built on the Domain foreshore in the 1830s and the slip 
constructed in the 1850s. A number of structures and buildings in the slipyard date 
from at least the 1890s. These include the cottage and the long vertical board storage 
sheds. The slipyards have been used to service fishing vessels, trans Derwent ferries 
and, in the late nineteenth century, ships in Hobart’s whaling fleet. 

7. HMAS Huon With the introduction of compulsory military training after Federation 
Tasmania’s only naval drill hall was built at Macquarie Point in 1912-13. Buildings 
were added to the site in the 1920s. In 1942 it was named HMAS Huon, although 
after World War II naval activity at the base abated. In 1994 the base and its vessel, 
the HMAS Argent were both decommissioned. 

8. Baths and Boatsheds. The Domain foreshore was a popular recreational site in the nineteenth 
century with rowing clubs and swimming baths. The baths, which served both a 
recreational and a hygienic purpose, continued to operate until the Olympic Pool was 
opened in the Hollow in 1958. The twin jetties, known as the cattle jetties, were first 
built in the 1850s and for many years were used to unload cattle being transported to 
the former abattoirs on Macquarie Point. 

9. Regatta. The Royal Hobart Regatta has been held almost every year since Sir John Franklin 
founded it at Pavilion Point in 1838. One of Hobart’s major festivals, Regattas have 
also seen the clash of democratic ideals and elitist politics. It has been held at 
Macquarie Point since 1856 when the Governor demanded its removal from Pavilion 
Point. The John Colvin Stand was erected in 1919-21. 

10. Queens Battery and Cenotaph. Where would you have sited the war memorial? The 
Cenotaph was erected in 1925, after much debate over its location, on the site of a 
temporary war memorial erected in 1916. A design competition was won by the local 
architectural firm, Hutchison and Walker whose obelisk was to be a landmark visible 
from throughout the city and suburbs. The Cenotaph was built on the site of the 
Queens Battery, a major element of Hobart’s nineteenth century estuary defence 
network which was commenced in 1840. Other nineteenth century batteries which can 
be visited are the Kangaroo Bluff battery at Bellerive and the Alexandra Battery at 
Lower Sandy Bay. The site was also used as a military parade ground from the 1820s. 

11. Hobart Rivulet. The Hobart Rivulet was diverted under the Regatta Grounds in 1911-16. The 
project, jointly undertaken by the City Council, the Marine Board and the Tasmanian 
Government, was a major engineering feat involving cutting a tunnel 24 feet wide by 
14 feet high through rock to the outfall at Macquarie Point.  
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7.4. APPENDIX FOUR: TREE LIST 

 

This list is based on the official Council lists of 1918 and 1919 plus the lists for the Newtown 
trees published in the Mercury in August 1918 and February 1919. Three persons (Bidgood, 
Kennedy and Jeffrey) were assigned 2 trees, one each by Hobart and Newtown.  Some names 
have not yet been assigned trees due to problems in reconciling the numbering systems and their 
absence from the 1930s HCC map.  There are trees apparently unassigned but this may reflect 
clerical problems. 

 

Additional information about individual servicemen comes from the Nominal Roll and Roll of 
Honour in the Australian War Memorial.  Addresses are generally those of the next of kin at the 
time of planting or contact with the AWM.  Further research is being undertaken using the 
Embarkation Rolls (AWM8) to establish residence at the time of enlistment and embarkation. 

 

Dates of death appear in groups reflecting the commitment of various units to action.  A 
surprising number died of sickness or disease (malaria, enteric fever and meningitis in the 
Middle East, pneumonia and similar in Europe). 3 died as prisoners of war. At least 2 men died 
in Hobart and a few after the Armistice.  The average age was 26 years and 1 month, the oldest 
was 48 and the youngest 17.  110 units are represented with the largest number being from the 
12th Battalion (141). 
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